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It is with great pleasure that I introduce the 
Silver Jubilee issue of the Mount Lourdes Red 
Stairs Magazine. The annual school magazine 
is an invaluable record of the events and 
achievements of the previous school year but 
also acts as a chronicle for future generations 
who wish to recall or review events from years 
gone by. In an age where records are kept 
digitally, it is still refreshing and enjoyable to 
pick up a hard copy of the school magazine 
and spend time perusing pages and recalling 
memories of the past year. The Red Stairs is 
indeed a celebration and memory book of all 
that is Mount Lourdes.  

I am delighted that the past school year has 
seen a return to face to face teaching in the 
school building and that our students have 
been able to learn and socially interact in 
person rather than via digital devices. The 
return to school was welcomed by both staff 
and students but safety measures remained 
in place. Socially distanced classrooms, 
year group zoned areas, face masks, hand 
sanitising stations and limited practical 
activities were just some of the safety 
requirements that were part and parcel of 
school life for many months. However, it is 
testimony to the innovation of staff members 
and the resilience of students that the spirit 
and ethos of Mount Lourdes still transcended 
the COVID pandemic. 

Once again, our students achieved 
outstanding examination results which in 2021 
were based on Centre Determined Grades. 
A-Level results enabled students to progress 
on their chosen career pathway while the 
exceptional set of grades at GCSE helped 
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students make informed decisions about their 
A-Level studies. I would like to congratulate all 
our examination students on their successes.

Over the past year, students have not only 
excelled in their academic studies, they have 
also participated in various extra-curricular 
activities. Sporting activities were able 
to safely resume and the school fielded 
teams in Gaelic football competitions, cross 
country events, netball tournaments and 
swimming galas. We were also delighted 
with the actions of the school fundraising 
committee who organised the 5K Health and 
Well Being Sponsored Walk to raise money 
for school funds.  Many whole school events 
like the opening of the year school Mass and 
carol service still took place virtually but 
year group events were able to take place 
in socially distanced venues like study skills 
programmes, first aid training and Year 8 
Games Club. In addition, we have seen the 
reintroduction of the Year 14 Biology Bake Off, 
the establishment of a Journalism club, Year 8 
Cookery and various other activities.  

One of the highlights of the past year has 
been the establishment of our partnership 
with local company Mannok. This partnership 
which focuses on sustainability was launched 
by Mannok CEO Mr Liam McCaffrey and 
Minister of Education Miss Michelle McIlveen 
alongside representatives from Mannok, the 
Board of Governors and local politicians. 

We would like to express our appreciation to 
Mrs Marguerite McGurn, Head of Chemistry, 
Miss Aoife Scott, teacher of Religious Studies 
and Mr Michael Quinn, teacher of Religious 
Studies and Engage Programme who we 
said farewell to in June 2021.  We thank them 
for their loyalty and commitment to Mount 
Lourdes and wish them well for the future.  

The whole Mount Lourdes school community 
experienced a significant loss in July 2021 
with the death of Year 12 student Katie-May 
McDermott. The death of someone so young 
and vibrant cast a dark shadow over Mount 
Lourdes. The sense of loss was felt not only 
by Katie-May’s closest friends and peers in 
Year 12 but also across the whole school.  
Our deepest sympathies are extended to 
Katie-May’s parents and the McDermott and 
McGovern families. We will always remember 
Katie- May fondly and she will forever be in 
our hearts, thoughts and prayers. May Katie-
May Rest in Peace.

I wish to thank and congratulate Mr Murray 
and the School Magazine Committee for 
producing this edition of the Red Stairs.  You 
have delivered a Silver Jubilee issue to be 
proud of. Thank you.

Mrs S Cullen, 
Principal
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Editorial

I am proud to present this very special 26th edition 
of The Red Stairs. It marks 25 years since the 
publication of the first! 

As a proud Fermanagh woman, it was a tough start 
to the new school year as in melancholy we watched 
Tyrone win the All-Ireland Football Final. However, 
I do send my congratulation to our fellow students 
from Tyrone. On a brighter note! the entire school 
took part in a fundraised walk in November for 
school funds. This was followed by another iconic 
Adele album that arrived at the peak of seasonal 
depression. The remaining weeks that led to 
Christmas consumed of the panic of the formal going 
ahead, then not going ahead, then going ahead. 
Once the Formal committee were sure they had 
it all perfectly planned, a flat tyre literally let us all 
down! Finally, the biggest scandal of 2021 emerged 
revealing The Rule-Breaking Downing Street Party 
that took place during December 2020, surely, we all 
thought Boris would have received his P45. Now in 
2022, normality is setting in as we begin to get our 
freedom back.

 I want to thank all the Magazine Committee for 
their challenging work and dedication throughout 
this busy year, most importantly missing tea 
every Wednesday during break. On behalf of the 
committee, I would like to sincerely thank Mr Murray 

for his pivotal role in the publication of this magazine. 
Furthermore, I would like to express my appreciation 
to all students who contributed their work or advice 
towards this very special edition. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge all the fabulous 
2022 leavers. It feels like no time ago since we 
all started yet so much has happened, and many 
memories have been made within the last seven 
years. There is a strength on our year group, 
experiencing the step up from Year 11 GCSE exams 
to A Level exams was certainly challenging but we 
all came out the other side. All the experiences we 
have been through have allowed us to be more 
than ready for our next step in life branching off to 
multiple different pathways. I have no doubt we are 
completely different people exiting Mount Lourdes 
gates for the last time this year than we were 
upon our first entering, we have grown in wisdom, 
knowledge, and experience. Mount Lourdes has 
influenced us and made us the people we are and the 
days we spent here will never be forgotten.  

This momentous edition includes a blast into the past 
of all the previous Red Stair Magazines, with snippets 
from each edition. Enjoy the read!

Caragh Leonard,
Prefect Leader, School Magazine Committee 

School Magazine Committee 2021-2022
L-R: Ellen Maguire, Tiana O’Brien, Caragh Leonard, Eibhlinn Fee, Mary McGovern, Ciara Gunn, Amy Horan & Ellen McCaffrey. 

Missing from photo: Keri Moore
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Head Girl’s Address 2022

As I prepare to begin the next chapter in my life, I 
find it hard to believe my journey at Mount Lourdes 
is coming to an end. I started Mount Lourdes in 
2015 when I moved from the familiar setting at 
Mullanaskea Primary School. Going to sleep before 
my first day, I was bursting with excitement to meet 
all my new peers but also a little apprehensive of 
the unknown. Standing in front of the school gates 
for the first time, I felt more than ready to begin my 
journey, and what a journey it has been.

After being dropped off by my sister at the 
Assembly Hall, I joined all the new Year 8s and 
impatiently waited for my name to be called. I was so 
keen I ended up in the wrong form class, as I learnt I 
was not the only Katie Donnelly in Year 8. I found out 
I was actually a member of 8D where I would spend 
the next three years making friends and memories 
for life.

With the help and guidance from our Form Teacher 
Mrs Devine, and Senior Prefect Nora, we found our 
way round what first seemed like a maze. After 
several turns down the wrong corridor, we eventually 
mastered the shortest route to class and even more 
importantly to the canteen. From cooking up a storm 
in Home Economics, to tea staining History projects 
and marching round the classroom to the Spanish 
alphabet, my first year was filled with learning new 
and exciting things.

As I reminisce, I am very grateful for the 
encouragement given to us by the staff in those 
first few months to step out of our comfort zone, 
enabling us to learn and to grow. After moving from 
my small primary school with just three friends, it 
was a big change. However, with the support at 
Mount Lourdes the transition was made much easier 
for everyone. We now look back with fond memories 
on our early days at Mount Lourdes.

Aside from the usual school day, events throughout 
the year created a fun, happy atmosphere for 
us all. Our fundraiser bake sales created healthy 
competition between the classes to create the best 
bakes while students showcased their talents in the 
eagerly awaited talent show with the teacher act 
always gave us a good laugh. The annual Sports Day 
brought the school community together as students 
and staff enjoyed a BBQ, ice-cream van and of 
course some races.

Mount Lourdes has enabled me to pursue my own 
hobbies and interests, with a variety of everything 
being offered. Whether your passion is sport, music 
debating or languages, you can rest assured there 
will be something for you. As someone who has 
grown up in sports, I made it my goal to become a 
member of the Mount Lourdes sports teams. Some 
of my best memories from junior school come 
from the athletics days out to the Lakeland Forum, 
sprinting and springing from board to board as part 
of the relay team. Cross country races in Necarne 
always seemed to be met with miserable rain, 
although a trip to the Spar shop before returning 
back to school made it worthwhile. I enjoyed the 
team environment at Mount Lourdes which has 
enabled me to make new friends and get to know 
students from various year groups. I have learned 
valuable teamwork skills to carry with me in all 
aspects of life.

There are several highlights throughout this journey 
that stand out for me. Our Year 9 art trip to the 
Ulster Museum, visiting the Giants Causeway, my 
first pilgrimage to Knock Shrine along with History 
trips to Dublin and Derry, to name but a few. I think 
everyone will agree that our Year 10 trip to Germany 
is something we will always remember. We were 
lucky enough to experience the sites of Koblenz, 
including trips to Cochem and Marksberg Castles. 
Our day spent in Phantasia Land was the perfect end 
to our trip, although I can’t be saying I’ll be jumping 
on any Mystery Castle Rides any time soon.
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After an enjoyable Summer break in Year 10, I began 
Year 11 finding myself in a senior jumper beginning 
my GCSEs. I think we all found a big change 
transitioning into Senior School where we faced 
Controlled Assessments, Orals and Examinations. 
However, with the guidance and support from the 
staff, we conquered our Year 11 exams more ready 
than ever to face Year 12. 

Unfortunately, with the pandemic leading to the 
cancellation of examinations in 2020, we were 
unable to showcase our hard work for our final year 
of GCSE’s. Last September we made our return to 
a completely different school setting than what we 
had become familiar with. Nevertheless, we adapted 
to our new situation and moved onto the next stage 
of our educational journey, our A-Levels. With a 
scaled down subject number, new classes and new 
classmates joining from neighbouring schools, we 
knuckled down to school work and began preparing 
our university applications.

As we are all aware, Year 13 didn’t go as planned and 
we found ourselves sitting in front of a computer 
screen from December 2020 to March 2021. While 
it was a challenging time of uncertainty for all, we 
adapted to the ‘new norm,’ of remote learning. We 
are still unsure of what the future will hold, however, 
I am confident that whatever situation we may find 
ourselves in, with the help and guidance of our staff 
and support for each other, our school community 

will adapt to and overcome any challenges.

As I prepare to leave MLE it is becoming harder to 
comprehend I won’t be wearing the Mount Lourdes 
uniform next September. I feel more than ready 
to transition into the next big chapter of my life, 
although I will miss the entire school community at 
Mount Lourdes a lot more than I would like to admit.

On behalf of my year group, I would like to extend 
a massive thank you to all the staff for the endless 
support and guidance over the last seven years. We 
have overcome obstacles we never anticipated we 
would face and are now ready to embark on a new 
chapter of our lives. The memories and lessons we 
have created and learnt on this journey will last long 
after the blazers have been cast aside.

Katie J. Donnelly
Head Girl, 2021-2022

Head Girl and Deputy Head Girls 2021-2022
L-R: Orla Murphy, Erin Curran, Katie J. Donnelly, Caragh Leonard, 

Aisling Keenan & Aoife O’Reilly.  Missing from photo: Lucy Toal
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In a world that has become more dominated by 
social media sound bites, ‘fake news’ and instant 
access to information at the flick and swipe of 
a finger on a technological device, the idea of 
producing and actually reading a print copy of a 
magazine (or book for that matter) is becoming 
more alien. Research suggests that readers of 
print magazines and books absorb and remember 
more than readers of electronic versions. Physically 
holding the magazine or book creates a memorable 
experience that will stand the test of time. It will not 
be rendered useless by the next ‘system upgrade’, 
‘error/timed out message’ or that infamous ‘buffering 
circle’ that just goes around and around as the 
screen remains frozen caused by poor internet 
connection/reception.

For the numerous advancements made by digital 
technology, it can be argued that this has had a 
twofold detrimental effect on society: it has resulted 
in people having much shorter attention spans 
and it has weakened our collective memories to 
remember the past. Memory is an integral part of 
who we are as human beings, it provides us with a 
sense of self. It allows us to recall and give testimony 
to the experiences of life’s journey. As, Uachtarán 
na hÉireann, Michael D. Higgins, said in a speech 
in 2013: “to have no knowledge of the past is to be 
permanently burdened with a lack of perspective, 
empathy and wisdom”.

Consequently, there is a great importance and 
power to remembering our collective and shared 
history. Rev Dr. D. Scott Stoner, creator of the Living 
Compass Faith and Wellness Ministry in the United 
States comments: “Memory is the foundation of 
culture and identity, and our enhanced capacity 
for memory is what separates us from all other 
living creatures. Identity is rooted in knowing and 
remembering our origin and history, whether it 
be that of an individual, a family, an institution, 
a country, or even a religion.  And identity and 
meaning are strengthened when we gather and share 
our stories”. 

Although a school magazine has existed in Mount 
Lourdes since 1950, it is twenty-five years since 
its current incarnation, the Red Stairs, was first 
published in 1997. Its purpose was simple; to begin 
anew the process of recording, for prosperity, the 
story and activities of Mount Lourdes Grammar 
School over the course of an academic year. 

As then Principal, Mr Gerry Hegarty, stated in his 
preface to that first edition twenty-five years ago: 
“The Red Stairs provides a record for the future…
it will help us to remember clearly what life was 
like in Mount Lourdes…its value will increase as the 
accuracy of our memory declines”.

School magazines, by their nature, reflect the identity 
and uniqueness of their educational institutions and 
this accurately encapsulates the fundamental role 
of the Red Stairs. It is a living, breathing account 
of this educational institution and its development 
over the past twenty-five years. It connects us 
through time to those that studied and taught here 
in years past whilst encouraging us all to take a 
wider perspective of such important connections. In 
their book Adventures in Memory: The Science and 
Secrets of Remembering and Forgetting Norwegian 
sisters Hilde and Ylva Østby explain “When memories 
enter our brain, they attach themselves to similar 
memories: ones from the same environment, or 
that involve the same feeling, the same music, or 
the same significant moment in history. Memories 
seldom swim around without connections.”

The collection of Red Stairs from the last twenty-five 
years that are in the school archives are awash with 
memories that resonate the energy and jure de vivre 
of MLE. So it is with immense pride that this year the 
school magazine celebrates its silver jubilee in print 
form.

Mr. D. Murray,
School Magazine Co-ordinator

The Importance of Remembering
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Senior Prefects 2021-2022

Extra-Curricular Committee
L-R: Eve Callaghan, Ciara Love, Farrah Cartin-McCloskey, Eva 

Spillane, Aisling Keenan, Rachel Waterson, Hannah Murphy, 

Dearbhla Conlon & Megan Murphy.

Health and Well Being Committee
L-R: Ella Clarke, Emily Prunty & Niamh McCarron.

Missing from photograph: Lucy Toal, Aine McBrien, Orla Eves 

and Clara Maguire.

Fundraising Committee
Back Row L-R: Aloisha Donohue, Katie McCaffrey, Lauren 

Fitzpatrick, Ella Mulligan, Sarah O’Connor, Bronagh McCaffrey 

& Clare Hyde. Front Row L-R: Aisling McNeill. Erin Curran, Ellie 

Coyle & Aimee Maguire.

Missing from the photograph: Mya O’Shea

Key Stage 3 Committee
L-R: Eimear Holland, Maria Kelly-Neill, Aoife O’Reilly & Ellie 

Elliott

Liturgy Committee
L-R: Dervla Maguire, Helena Cameron, Lily McCaffrey, 

Sarah Harte, Orla Murphy, Aine Waterson, Jane McCarron & 

Catherine Rooney. 

Missing from the photograph: Dubhanna Kelly

Online Safety Committee
L-R: Ella O’Donnell, Ciara Northern, Stephanie Jones, Cora 

McCaughey, Ola Plesner, Maeve Lynch and Niamh Campbell
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Katie-May McDermott RIP - 
A Tribute

It is difficult to put into words all that should be said 
about Katie-May McDermott.  Katie-May was a fun 
loving girl whose infectious smile lit up every day 
and room she walked into.  I journeyed with Katie-
May from the early days at our play school together 
right through our time in Mount Lourdes.  I hold so 
many memories of events we attended, tasks we 
completed and so many things that we did together.  

These will always hold a special place in my heart.  
Katie-May was a ‘Skea’ girl through and through but 
also enjoyed her frequent trips on her quad bike up 
the Knocks. Football was one of her main passions.  
She was an integral member of Lisnaskea Emmett’s 
and won Player of the Year of many occasions.  She 
was always encouraging to her team mates and 
friends both on and off the football pitch.

Katie-May had difficult times in her short life, most 
notably when she lost her beloved Auntie Nicola in 
May 2020, but she still always managed to have a 
smile on her face.

She always knew how to enjoy herself. She had such 
an impact on everyone who knew her, in school, on 
the football field and in her local area.  Throughout 
Katie-May’s time in Mount Lourdes her teachers and 
friends will always remember her as a friendly, bubbly 
and overall lively girl. 

I have fond memories of her walking into form 
class with a can of Lucozade in hand and her 
jiving sessions during lunchtimes will never be 
forgotten.  Katie-May would always bring a smile to 
our faces when she walked into a room.  Katie-May 
was such a beautiful girl both inside and out. Our 
photographs are now precious reminders of all we 
did together and our text messages recall our special 
conversations.

As well as being a true and genuine friend to her 
classmates, she was also a valued and important 
student to her teachers who created strong bonds 
with her as they guided and directed her, nurtured 
her artistic and creative talents and supported her 
during more challenging times.  It is testimony to 
Katie-May’s hard work and determination that she 
passed all her GCSE examinations and had her sights 
set on becoming a lawyer. Indeed, her attention 
to detail in her art work seen her produce some 
beautiful pieces of art work, a classic sketch of her 
silver sandal, a unique drawing of a local bridge and 
some interesting creations in her art sketch pad.  

Katie- May made a huge impression on everyone she 
met and knew. It was testimony to how well loved 
she was that so many fellow students and school 
staff members attended her funeral.  

Katie-May was always up for the craic. There was 
never a dull moment when Katie-May was around.  
Katie-May brought so much joy and happiness to 
many people, especially her family and friends.  
Nothing will ever replace the precious friend and 
student we lost, or send comfort to the broken 
hearts of those who loved her most. Heaven has 
received another beautiful angel.

Katie-May, until we meet again – Rest in Peace.

Amy McGovern. 13E
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Staff Departures

AOIFE SCOTT
Aoife joined the Religion and History departments two 
years ago and I was truly appreciative of her arrival.  
Aoife is an excellent teacher who makes the classroom 
a place of encouragement, care and learning.

Professionally, Aoife fulfilled her role in the Religious 
Studies department with the utmost dedication and 
commitment.  She possesses a real passion, flair and 
enthusiasm for teaching and that is reflected in the 
quality of education she has delivered to the girls in 
Mount Lourdes.

To say Aoife is hard-working; is an understatement.  
There was nothing she wasn’t prepared to do or help 
out with, in the department.  Not only did she say ‘no 
problem Brenda,’ when asked to do something; Aoife 
regularly asked, was there anything we needed done in 
the department?  

Pastorally, Aoife made a real connection with the girls 
and those in her classes.  She helped a great number 
of them in her form class to cope with difficulties they 
were experiencing.  Aoife brought a great deal of new 
ideas to the department which couldn’t have come 
at a better time than remote learning.  From TEAMS, 
FORMS, breakout rooms or Mentimeter – she had it 
covered.  

There is no doubt myself, Mrs Lynch and many others 
learned a lot from Aoife but we would like to think we 
have taught her valuable life skills also. I am not jealous 
at all that Aoife will have a shorter journey to school, 
have better pay, perhaps even a half day at some stage 
in the week, or that she will have longer holidays.

Aoife’s heart lies in education and I am so delighted 
that Aoife is getting to pursue something she is very 
passionate about and I know that this is the right 
decision she has made.  Aoife will bring a very special 
type of commitment and energy to the new SEN unit 
in St. Macartan’s College, Monaghan and I hope they 
realise what a fantastic asset she will be to the pupils 
and to the school. I wish Aoife good health and much 
happiness in her professional and personal life.

Mrs B Shannon
Head of Religious Studies

MICHAEL QUINN
Michael worked two days a week in the Religion 
department and he made a very positive 
contribution to life within the department. 
He worked hard during a difficult year in 
education and he displayed great commitment. 
I appreciated all the work he put into planning 
lessons, assessments, marking and of course all 
the effort he put into the Centre Determined 
Grades process.

Michael possesses many skills and qualities, he 
has a great enthusiasm for teaching and he is 
very dedicated to this vocation. Michael built 
very positive relationships with the students 
he taught. I know they really enjoyed Michael’s 
lessons and they learned a lot from him. 

I wish him every success in the future.

Mrs B Shannon
Head of Religious Studies



CHEMISTRY: MRS A. LILLEKER
Subject(s): Chemistry and Life & Health Sciences.

Hometown: Maguiresbridge, Co. Fermanagh 

First impression of Mount Lourdes? It felt like 
coming home. As I walked through the doors, this 
year as a teacher, 31 years after I walked through 
them as a first year pupil, the warm, friendly and 
welcoming ethos was still very much there.

Who/what inspired you to become a teacher? My 
love and passion for my subject, but I didn’t want 
to be in a laboratory setting every day. I did a week 
work experience in a school and I never looked back. 
From that day on, I knew I wanted to be a teacher. 

Most embarrassing moment? At my first teaching 
interview the principal’s office had two doors. During 
the course of the interview I forgot which door I 
came in! When the interview was over I thanked the 
principal and interview panel and promptly tried to 
leave by opening the door to the store cupboard!

You’re having a dinner party, who would your five 
guests be? Barack Obama, Michelle Obama, Marie 
Curie, Peter Kay and Westlife (can they count as 
one?!)

Favourite saying? The expert in anything was once a 
beginner. 

If you could be a ‘superhero’ who would you choose 
and why? I think it has never been more apparent 
that not all superheroes wear capes!

Worst habit? The scientist in me, means that I over 
analyse everything. This can be a very bad habit.

 Mount Lourdes Grammar School Red Stairs 2022 9

New Members of Staff

If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your 
life, what would it be? Chilli chicken and potato 
Normandy from Franco’s.

What three items would you take with you on a 
deserted island? My husband and two children! If 
this wasn’t allowed, a good book, a sun lounger and 
a five-star hotel complex.

If you could live anywhere, where would it be? I love 
Fermanagh but New York City would come a close 
second. 

If you weren’t a teacher what would you be and 
why? A degree in science opens up so many doors. 
I would love to think if I hadn’t of chosen teaching 
after my degree, I would be working as a scientific 
adviser to the government!

Favourite TV show/movie? It has to be The West 
Wing. President Jed Bartlett – an empathetic and 
compassionate leader driven by his relentless instinct 
to do what is right and not what is easy.

What one piece of advice would you give to 
your students? Years ago when I was teaching in 
Liverpool I was given a book to read which talked 
about the power of the word ‘yet’…Students all 
have the ability and power to improve. When you 
can’t do something, just add the word yet. ‘I can’t 
balance the equation… yet.’ This can do attitude, 
coupled with patience and perseverance by the pupil 
and enthusiasm and dedication of the teacher is 
potentially life changing.  
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New Members of Staff

ENGLISH: MS S. SAUNDERSON 
Subject(s): English and Drama.

Where do you call home? Enniskillen.

First impression of Mount Lourdes? Beautiful 

buildings, astonishing views of my hometown, 
Enniskillen. Really friendly, helpful staff and lovely 
students.

Ideal dinner party guests? My friends. I don’t see 
them often enough and we always have great fun 
when we are together. I’m a jittery host but I would 
be relaxed with them around.

Favourite food? Chocolate.

Favourite comedian? Neil Delamere.

Biggest Fear? Heights and rats.

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be and 
why? Well, teaching is a second career for me so it’s 
up there on the wish list. If I had to choose another 
career, it would be an actress. I love the stage and 
drama.

What superpower would you have? To be able to 
read minds. 

BIOLOGY: MR M. MULDOON
Subject(s): Biology, Physics and Life & Health 
Sciences.

Hometown: Aughnacloy, Co. Tyrone.

If you could choose one superpower what would it 
be? To be able to fly.

If you weren’t a teacher what would you be and 

why? Paramedic. Saving lives, literally on the first line 
of defence.

What’s your biggest fear? Rats!

What’s your go-to karaoke song? ‘From Now On’ - 
The Greatest Showman.

What is your biggest pet hate? People being late.

If your life was a movie, who would narrate it? 
There’s only one person for movie narrations –
Morgan Freeman.

What’s your life motto? Control the controllable.

If you could live in a fictional place, where would 
you choose? Springfield.

Describe yourself in 5 words: Outgoing, fun, laid-
back, optimistic, believer.

Who would be your five ideal dinner guests? Lionel 
Messi, Mo Salah, Cristiano Ronaldo, Michael Jordan, 
and Shane Lowry.

What’s a food that you’ve never tried but really 
want to? Wagyu steak.

What’s your favourite joke? Not my favourite joke 

but ‘I generally make bad science jokes because all 
the good ones Argon’.

What mythical creature do you wish existed? 
Dragons.
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GEOGRAPHY: MS E. GREGG 
Subject(s): Geography (with some History and RE 
too).

Hometown: Saintfield, Co. Down.

Describe yourself in five words: Enthusiastic, 
Adventurous, Kind, Chatty, Bright.

Where’s your favourite place to visit? Anywhere 
with a theme park! I am a roller coaster enthusiast.

If you could only bring three things to a desert 
island, what would they be? Kindle, my dog, phone.

Favourite fictional character? Hermione Granger.

What’s been your favourite part of Mount Lourdes 
so far? The people, everyone has been so warm and 
welcoming.

Most embarrassing moment? No comment!

Favourite song? Holding out for a hero- Bonnie Tyler.

Where would you time-travel to if you could? To the 
Greek empire.

What’s the first thing you would do if you won the 
lottery? Go on a round the world trip.

If you weren’t a teacher, what would you be? 
Probably a vet.

FRENCH/SPANISH & ENGAGE 
PROGRAMME: MISS A. WILSON 
Subject(s): French & Spanish (+Engage Programme 
Co-ordinator).

Hometown: Enniskillen.

What were your first impressions of Mount Lourdes? 
A supportive school environment where I felt very 
welcome.

If you could choose one superpower what would 
it be? To be able to pause time and to go on a sun 
holiday whenever I want.

Who is your favourite fictional character? Truman.

What is your favourite song? ‘Love Story’ – Taylor 
Swift.

What would you be if you weren’t a teacher? A 
translator living abroad.

What’s your worst habit? Cracking my toes

If you could live in a fictional place, where would 
you choose? With Barney the Dinosaur and his 
friends.

Describe yourself in 5 words. Friendly, organised, 
creative, musical & understanding.

Favourite drink? I love a really nice coffee.

Favourite item of clothing? I’m a big fan of dresses. 
One item and you’re done. I appreciate that element 
of efficiency first thing in the morning.

What five guests would be invited to your ideal 
dinner party? Louis Theroux, James Lovelock 
(author of the Gaia hypothesis), David Attenborough, 
Michelle Obama & Taylor Swift.

New Members of Staff
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Who would be your five ideal dinner guests? 

Michelle Obama, Martin Luther King, Princess Diana, 
Taylor Swift and Greta Thunberg.

What’s a food that you’ve never tried but really 
want to? Poutine (Canadian).

What’s your favourite joke? [Said in a Scottish 
accent] Why doesn’t Mickey Mouse ride his 
helicopter? Because it Disney land.

If you could live anywhere in the world where would 
it be? French Polynesia.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES: 
MRS C. O’CONNOR
Subject(s): Religion.

Hometown: Enniskillen.

First impression of Mount Lourdes? My first 
impression of Mount Lourdes was as a pupil here 
many years ago. Then, I found it to be a place where 
everyone was welcomed, cared for and supported 
to reach their full potential. This impression has 
remained the same now that I have returned as a 
member of staff.

Describe yourself in five words: Honest, caring, 
hardworking, Mummy and Teacher.

You’re having a dinner party, who would your five 
guests be? Pope Francis I, Marcus Rashford, Rosa 
Parks, Adele and William Shakespeare.

If you could live anywhere, where would it be? 
Hawaii! Having visited it twice to stay with relatives 

I could live there for a while anyway…Fermanagh is 
hard to beat!

Favourite saying/quote? Trust in the Lord, because 
the Lord will not disappoint you. (Pope Francis I)

Most embarrassing moment? Too embarrassing to 
say…because it actually is! 

If you were stranded on a desert island what 
three items would you want to have with you?                                                                                                                                             
A picture of my family, an inflatable raft and my 
miraculous medal.

What is the best piece of advice you have ever 
received? The advice I heard the most growing up 
was, “Listen to your mother, she is always right” but 
I’d say that the best piece of advice I’ve been given is 
to always be myself, try my best and remember that 
mistakes are learning experiences.

If you could have any superpower, what would you 
choose and why? Time travel so that I could visit all 
the periods of history which interest me.

Favourite song? ‘Perfect’ by Ed Sheeran.

Favourite T.V show/movie? Les Misérables-although 
the movie can’t compete with the s 

New Members of Staff
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Principal 

Mrs S. Cullen 

Vice Principal

Mr S. Devine 

Senior Teachers 

Mrs M. Judge 
Mrs S. Rice
Mr G. Quinn

Teaching Staff

Mrs G. Carty 

Mrs S. Casey 

Mrs L. Clarke 

Mr C. Connolly 

Mrs C. Conroy 

Mrs A. Devine 

Mrs D. Donnelly 

Mrs L. Donnelly 

Ms J. Flanagan 

Ms E. Gallagher 

Mrs C. Greene 

Ms E. Gregg

Mrs S. Harty 

Mr P. Hegarty 

Mrs S. Henry 

Mrs T. Irwin 

Mrs M. Keaney 

Mrs D. Kennedy 

Mrs A. Lilleker

Mrs K. Love 

Mrs D. Lynch 

Mrs C. Martin 

Mrs C. Maguire 

Mrs C. McAleer 

Mrs C. McCarron 

Mrs J. McGeoghan 

Mrs L. McGrath 

Mr M. McGuinness 

Mr P. McGovern 

Miss E. McKay 

Mr B. Meenan 

Mrs A. Mulligan

Mr D. Murray

Mrs C. O’Connor

Miss N. O’Hagan 

Mrs C. O’Hare 

Mr B. O’Reilly 

Mrs M. O’Reilly 

Miss A. Owens 

Mrs K. Owens 

Ms S. Saunderson

Mrs B. Shannon 

Mr. M. Timoney 

Miss A. Wilson

Mrs G. Zechner

Classroom Assistant

Mrs M. Corrigan
Mrs A. Curran 
Mrs. F. Duffy
Ms. S. Duffy
Mrs A. Feely
Miss C. Foy 
Mrs L. Heavey 
Mrs M. Keenan
Mrs P. McCaffrey 
Mrs K. McDonagh
Miss A. Orr 
Mrs A. Wheeler 
Mrs M. Wray 

School Chaplain

Rev Mr P. Flynn

Administrator

Mrs K. Colton

Secretarial Staff

Ms M. Greene 
Mrs K. Maguire 
Mrs A. McCaughey

Technical Staff

Mrs M. Blake 
Ms S. Clayton 
Mr K. Colgan 
Mr P. Eccles 
Mr J. Gunn 
Miss R. Magee
Mrs N. Millar

Housekeeper

Mrs R. Doran

Groundsman

Mr K. Mc Manus

Cook Supervisor

Mrs C. McPike

Assistant Cook

Mrs C. Magee

Canteen Assistant

Mrs K. Flanagan
Mrs. J. Naan
Mrs M. Quinn

Canteen/Domestic Staff

Miss K. Lunney
Mrs P. McShea

Cleaning Supervisor 

Ms M. Cosgrove

Domestic Staff                                                                                                                                           

Miss R. Boyd
Mr M. Donnelly
Mrs S. Handazhiéva
Mrs C. Hall
Mrs A. Kroma
Ms G. Maguire
Miss T. McClintock                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                            Mr T. McIntyre
Mrs S. McManus
Miss J. Shannon

Lunchtime Supervisors

Mrs D. Hynes
Mrs P. Keane
Mr N Keys
Mrs M. Nolan

Study Hall Supervisors

Ms L. Jones 
Mrs D. Kerr
Mrs M. Shannon

Staff List 2021-2022
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Mount Lourdes Grammer School and 
Mannok Partnership - Kestrel Kite Project

1st Prize 
Niamh Donnelly, 9B

2nd Prize 
Phoebe Mackin, 9D

3rd Prize 
Kellie McAnespy 9B
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Mount Lourdes Grammer School and 
Mannok Partnership 
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Mount Lourdes Grammer School and 
Mannok Partnership 
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Mount Lourdes Grammer School and 
Mannok Partnership 
Our five-year Partnership in Sustainability with 
Mannok was officially launched in June 2021 
in the presence of the Minister for Education 
Michelle McIlveen, local politicians, Governors and 
representatives of the school. The partnership 
involves cross-curricular collaboration between 
Mannok and a number of departments in the school, 
focusing primarily on Geography and Careers, 
but extending to include other subjects, such as 
Science, Art and ICT, with a financial commitment 
from Mannok over the next five years to support the 
development of the school’s ICT facilities.

Below are extracts from a number of speeches at the 
launch event.

Minister for Education, Michelle McIlveen, MLA: 
“Mannok and everyone here at Mount Lourdes 
clearly recognise the importance of the relationship 
between education providers, the community 
and successful local industry. This partnership 
demonstrates a shared interest in and shared 
responsibility for the young people of this area.

I’d also like to commend the management and staff 
of Mannok. It’s encouraging to see an established 
local employer interacting with its local community, 
sharing its knowledge and expertise, building 
relationships with the school and most importantly 
valuing young people.”

Liam McCaffrey, CEO Mannok: “We’re delighted 
to announce our newest educational partnership 
with Mount Lourdes and to bring to the fore the 
importance of sustainability, which is the highest 
priority for us at Mannok. This 5-year partnership 
will allow us to build strong working relationships 
with the school which will be of mutual benefit and 
allow us to create opportunities for the students to 
play their part in growing the economic prosperity of 
their local community.

We’re very proud of our wide-reaching Educational 
Programme, which is an important part of our own 
socio-economic sustainability activity. As a large 
employer in this region, we have a very important 
role to play in supporting the local economy and 
helping sustain a skilled workforce for the benefit 
of our own organisation and the wider business 
and social needs of this area. For us, making deep 
rooted connections with the local educational 
establishments and the potential future workforce at 

an early stage is crucial to retain our best local talent 
and ensure we can achieve that longer-term goal.

When it comes to our schools’ partnerships, the 
key to a really successful and mutually beneficial 
partnership requires a great deal of commitment 
from both parties and the formation of close working 
relationships. Like everything we do, it’s the people 
involved that make it work so well, and having 
already seen impressive energy and commitment 
from both sides, I have great confidence that this 
will be another successful venture which we’re very 
much looking forward to progressing.”

Mrs S. Cullen, Principal of Mount Lourdes: “The first-
hand access to the expertise and facilities at Mannok 
will be invaluable for both our students and teaching 
staff, who will work closely with the company to 
deliver a number of events, such as focused site 
visits, discussion forums and case study sessions for 
our GCSE and A-level Geography students as part 
of their sponsorship of the Geography Department. 
There will also be a great deal of collaboration on 
our Careers Programme, where Mannok will provide 
paid work placements, mock interview skills and CV 
preparation sessions.

This type of blended learning will bring a new 
dimension to the educational framework for the 
students and staff involved which will enrich the 
learning experience for the girls and bring real-life 
experiences which just can’t be achieved through 
classroom learning alone. We’re delighted to agree 
such a comprehensive partnership with Mannok and 
are very excited to working closely with them over 
the next five years.”
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Mr Quinn, Senior Teacher and Head of Geography: 
“Sustainability is a theme which bridges everything 
we do and can be brought into every subject 
area we cover here at the school, as our very first 
engagement with Mannok has shown. It’s an essential 
area to expose our young people to at every 
opportunity given the widespread importance from 
an environmental, social and economic perspective, 
so it’s the ideal theme for our partnership with 
Mannok.

Kestrel Cam has been a really fun and engaging 
project for the students and has already 
demonstrated how practical, real-life learning can be 
brought into the classroom to enhance the learning 
experience for our students. We’ve had fantastic 
engagement from the year 9 students on the project, 
but kestrel cam has also been a source of great 
excitement throughout the school, with students 
from all year groups and even our staff becoming 
engrossed with the live stream from within the nest!

To return to school life after lockdown to such a 
positive, innovative project has given the whole 
school a very welcome lift.”

As part of the Mannok and Mount Lourdes Grammar 
School Partnership in Sustainability, a native Scots 
Pine tree was planted recently on behalf of the 
school, at Crievehill Quarry in Fivemiletown. This was 
one of six hundred trees planted at this site, during 
UK Construction Week 2021, as part of Mannok’s 
environmental commitment to offset carbon 
emissions.
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Student Council October 2022
Back row: Katie J Donnelly, Aoife O’Reilly, Orla Murphy, Mr G Quinn, Mrs S Cullen, Lucy Toal, Erin Curran, Caragh Leonard

3rd Row: Ciara Leonard, Ciara Nolan, Ellie Graham, Sinead McGarrigle

2nd Row; Emer McAllister, Eli-May Harkin, Charley Gilmurray, Roisin Rooney, Sam Martin

Front Row; Cassie Greene, Cadhla McKenna, Jessica Connelly, Grace Jackman, Eibhleann McGinn

Absent from the photo – Aisling Keenan

Student Council 2021-2022
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School Chaplain - Ordination to the 
Permanent  Diaconate

On the 2nd February 2022, the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord (or Candlemas), our school 
chaplain, Paul Flynn, was ordained a Permanent 
Deacon for the Diocese of Clogher, by Bishop Larry 
Duffy. The ordination took place in St Michael’s Parish 
Church, Enniskillen. A great number of priests and 
other deacons were present and Bishop Leo O’Reilly, 
Bishop-Emeritus of Kilmore, was also in attendance.

What does a deacon do?

A deacon is a man, married or single, who is ordained 
by the bishop to the order of diaconate but not to 
the priesthood. A priest is always ordained a deacon 
about a year before he is ordained a priest, so the 
diaconate is sometimes seen as a stepping stone to 
the order of priests. The deacon is called ‘permanent’ 
because he does not progress to the next degree of 
ordination.

The deacon can preside over baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, prayer services, as well as undertake many 
other administrative and teaching rolls. The deacon 
assists the priest at Mass but cannot celebrate the 
Mass himself. At Mass the deacon can proclaim the 
Gospel and preach a homily. Additionally, deacons 
do not hear confessions nor can they administer the 
Sacrament of the Sick.

What does ‘deacon’ mean?

The term deacon comes from the Greek word 
diakonos, which means ‘servant’. In essence, the man 
is called to serve the Church.  While the priest is also 
called to serve the Church, the deacon serves while 
maintaining regular civilian life, like holding down 
a job, and if he is married, looking after his family. 
Therefore, the deacon’s priorities are first, his family, 
then his job, and then his ministry as deacon. Family 
always comes first!

Paul is married to Angie, a primary school teacher, 
and they live in Cavan with their four children.



Year 8

Aoife Carey

Grainne Gallagher

Caoimhe Keenan

Aoibhinn Quinn

Holly Wright

Ellen Cleary

Molly Geoghegan

Rebecca Lynch

Niamh Quinn

Caoimhe Corrigan

Caitlin Gormley

Caoimhe McCabe

Rebecca Snow

Cara Donnelly

Ava Hennessey

Aideen McDonnell

Aisling Trainor

Orlaith Duffy

Maille Hennessey

Aoibheann McVitty

Lily Tunney

Aobha Fitzpatrick

Ava Jackson

Poppy O’Brien

 8A – Form Teacher: Mrs A. Mulligan

Sadbh Walsh
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Hayley Woods
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Year 8

Jenna Baird

Eva Gallagher

Summer Martin

Hannah McNabb

Beth Buchanan

Caoimhe Gartlan

Alannah McCarney

Tara Mulligan

Lily Callaghan

Eli-May Harkin

Caitlyn McCarney

Isabel Murphy-Sicilia

Aoibhin Campbell

Rosa Hughes

Tiona McDermott

Grace Porter

Harper Carthcart

Orlagh Kelly

Aoife McHugh

Gemma Smith

Aoife Curry

Ava Kilpatrick

Katie McMahon

Imogen Treacy

 8B – Form Teacher: Mrs D. Kennedy
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Year 8

Annie Brennan

Rosie Flanagan

Sarah McElholm

Ava Neal

Bonnie Britton

Jessica Hanna

Aoife McGuigan

Mollai-Emma Nig 

Uidhir

Aine Collins

Orla Keown

Annie McGurran

Aimee O’Discroll

Sarah-Jessica 

Connolly

Aoise King

Ciara McKenzie

Annie O’Reilly

Aimee Durkin

Rihanna Marshall

Grace McKiernan

Caragh Silman

Christine Farry

Orlaith McAloon

Elisha Murphy

 8C – Form Teacher: Miss J. Flanagan

Danielle Traynor

Molly Wilde
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Year 8

Solenn Beeson

Mia Coyle

Kyra Keenan

Ciara Melanophy

Holly Benson

Isabelle Curran

Isla MacInnes

Ava Murray

Yvie Brady

Lucy Currie

Grace McCaffrey

Chloe Faith Neones

Eimear Carey

Eden Davis

Ella McDermott

Emma O’Brien

Sarah Conlon

Mya Foster

Annie McGarry

Clodagh Reilly Róisín Rooney

Grace Connolly

Eve Hanley

Saoirse McMenamin

 8D – Form Teacher: Mrs A. Devine

Kyla Simmons Annabel Stewart
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Year 8

Baird, Jenna
Beeson, Solenn
Benson, Holly
Brady, Yvie
Brennan, Annie
Britton, Bonnie
Buchanan, Beth
Callaghan, Lily
Campbell, Aoibhin
Carey, Aoife
Carey, Eimear
Cathcart, Harper
Cleary, Ellen
Collins, Aine
Conlon, Sarah
Connolly, Grace
Connolly, Sarah-Jessica
Corrigan, Caoimhe
Coyle, Mia
Curran, Izzy
Currie, Lucy
Curry, Aoife
Davis, Eden
Donnelly, Cara
Duffy, Orlaith
Durkin, Aimee
Farry, Christine
Fitzpatrick, Aobha
Flanagan, Rosie
Foster, Mya
Gallagher, Eva
Gallagher, Grainne
Gartlan, Caoimhe
Geoghegan, Molly
Gormley, Caitlin
Hanley, Eve
Hanna, Jessica
Harkin, Eily-May
Hennessy, Ava
Hennessy, Maille
Hughes, Rosa
Jackson, Ava
Keenan, Caoimhe
Keenan, Kyra
Kelly, Orlagh
Keown, Orla
Kilpatrick, Ava
King, Aoise
Lynch, Rebecca
MacInnes, Isla
Marshall, Rihanna
Martin, Summer
McAloon, Orlaith
McCabe, Caoimhe
McCaffrey, Grace
McCarney, Alannah

McCarney, Caitlyn
McDermott, Ella
McDermott, Tiona
McDonnell, Aideen
McElholm, Sarah
McGarry, Annie
McGuigan, Aoife
McGurren, Annie
McHugh, Aoife
McKenzie, Ciara
McKiernan, Grace
McMahon, Katie
McMenamin, Saoirse
McNabb, Hannah
McVitty, Aoibheann
Melanophy, Ciara
Mulligan, Tara
Murphy, Elisha
Murphy-Sicilia, Isabel
Murray, Ava
Neal, Ava
Neones, Chloe Faith
NigUidhir, Mollai Emma
O’Brien, Emma
O’Brien, Poppy
O’Driscoll, Aimee
O’Reilly, Annie
Porter, Grace
Quinn, Aoibhinn
Quinn, Niamh
Reilly, Clodagh
Rooney, Róisín
Simmons, Kyla
Sliman, Caragh
Smith, Gemma
Snow, Rebecca
Stewart, Annabel
Trainor, Aisling
Traynor, Danielle
Treacy, Imogen
Tunney, Lily
Walsh, Sadbh
Wilde, Molly
Woods, Hayley
Wright, Holly

Year 9

Balfour, Darcy
Boyd, Eloise
Boyd, Molly
Boyle, Gabriele
Boyle, Kayla
Bradley, Ellen
Breen, Katie
Breen, Seaneen
Britton, Jude
Brown, Tara
Cameron, Jamay
Campbell, Shannon
Caplikaite, Ula
Carron, Mia
Caughey, Katie
Chesters, Lucy
Clarke, Abbie
Clawson, Dearbhla
Clifford, Orlaith
Corrigan, Maria
Corrigan, Meadhbh
Devine, Olivia
Donnelly, Clodagh
Drumm, Kayleigh
Elliott, Katie
Flanagan, Caitlin
Gallagher, Tori
Gavin, Jessica
Gilmurray, Charley
Gilmurray, Ruby
Greene, Cassie
Hambly, Meabh
Hamilton, Saoirse
Hannigan, Chloe
Hegarty, Niamh
Hogg, Caitlin
Hoogerboord, Kiera
Hussey, Jenna
James, Holly
Johnston, Ava
King, Niamh
Kupkova, Nelka
Lavery, Zoe
Lynch, Hannah
MacEnrí, Aoibhín
Maguire, Connie
Maguire, Meghan
Maguire, Niamh
Malanaphy, Aisling
Martin, Emma
McAllister, Emer
McCabe, Niamh
McCaghery, Ella
McCann, Aine
McCauley, Sorcha
McConnell, Cora

McCusker, Dervla
McDade, Kate
McDonnell, Cora
McGirr, Molly
McGovern, Casey
McGovern, Ella
McGovern, Rhea
McGrade, Cara
McGrath, Kayla
McGrath, Lucy
McKeagney, Muirne
McKenna, Eimear
McKenna, Molly
McMahon, Aoife
McManus, Emma
McManus, Mollie
McManus, Naoise
Melanophy, Niamh
Miller, Tessa
Mohan, Caoilfhionn
Mohan, Cara
Mulligan, Sophy
Murphy, Niamh
Murray, Aisling
Murray, Lily
Nawrocka, Olivia
Nelson, Eva
O’Donnell, Niamh
O’Neill, Alanna
Quinto, Chelsy
Reilly, Mea
Reilly, Sofia
Rooney, Sadhbh
Savage, Eva
Scott, Emily
Sekula, Amelia
Smyth, Niamh
Szewczyk, Keira
Toye, Emma
Toye, Kaela
Varghese, Brijit
Wright, Isabella

School Population 2021-2022
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School Population 2021-2022

Year 10

Abraham, Bella
Apionkinaite, Emilija
Bannon, Ava
Blake, Andrea
Bogue, Ciara
Brines, Emma
Britton, Cathy
Browne, Rachel
Callaghan, Aimee
Carrigan, Ava
Cartin McCloskey, Rhea
Cauldwell, Farrah
Clarkson, Ellie-Mae
Collins, Caoimhe
Conlin, Sarah
Connolly, Maille
Connor, Trinity
Corbett, Rachel
Crudden, Marta
Donaghey, Emer
Donnelly, Aislinn
Donnelly, Niamh
Doonan, Eimear
Ferguson, Cora
Freeman, Lucy
Gartland, Chloe
Geoghegan, Aoife
Gilmurray, Chloe
Gilmurray, Grace
Golding, Niamh
Gormley, Aoife
Hyde, Anna
Johnston, Jessica
Kean, Lily
Knight, Imogen
Lattimore, Leah
Lavery, Isabelle
Leonard, Lucy
Linton, Erica
Mackin, Phoebe
Magee, Caitlin
Maguire, Ciara
Maguire, Ellen
Maguire, Evelyn
McAllister, Niamh
McAnespy, Kellie
McAuley, Colleen
McBarron, Saorla
McCaffrey, Catherine
McCarney, Aleah
McCartney, Tierna
McDaid, Matilda
McDermott, Bronagh
McDonagh, Athena
McDonnell, Annalise
McDonnell, Ava
McDonnell, Norah

McDwyer, Saoirse
McGinn, Eibhleann
McGlone, Cora
McGoldrick, Mya
McGrath, Cairenn
McGrory, Sophie
McGurn, Sorcha
McKeever, Taylor
McKenna, Cadhla
McKervey, Carla
McLaughlin, Mollie
McManus, Cara
McManus, Kerri-Ellen
McQuaid, Sara
McSorley, Catherine
McSwiggan, Cara
Meehan, Eabha
Melanaphy-Watson, 
Isobelle
Mills, Natnicha
Mohan, Deirbhile
Morris, Mya
Mulligan, Zoe
Murphy, Eirinn
Naylor, Hannah
O’Connor, Emily
O’Donnell, Ciara
O’Driscoll, Megan
O’Kane, Marianne
O’Reilly, Molly
Parker, Ciara
Pennell, Kayla
Pennell, Kerri
Pietrak, Zuzanna
Reilly, Emily
Reilly, Rebecca
Rice, Molly
Schofield, Hannah
Shields, Madeleine
Smith, Ella
Snow, Emma
Welsh, Zara
Wilson, Romilly
Woods, Hannah
McCartney, Tierna

Year 11

Blake, Ella
Bogue, Amy
Boyd, Abigail
Boyle, Abigail
Boyle, Niamh
Brabin, Ciara
Byrne, Erinn
Byrne, Niamh
Cathcart, McKenzie
Conlon, Ellen
Connolly, Jessica
Corry, Sarah
Crawford, Ciesha
Deery, Sarah
Dolan, Cadhla
Dooris, Riona
Duffy, Kyra
Eccles, Clodagh
Elliott, Aimee
Eves, Cara
Fee, Leanna
Finlay-McGovern, Eva
Forster, Leona
Frost, Molly
Gillen, Shauna
Golding, Katie
Gray, Eimear
Hamill, Ruby
Hanratty, Eva
Harron, Grace
Harron, Katie
Higgins, Caragh
Hodgson, Poppy
Howell, Meabh
Ingram, Eimear
Jackman, Grace
Johnston, Lucy
Judge, Aoibhe
Kean, Ellie
Keaney, Riona
Keegan, Eve
Kelly, Aoibhin
Lannon, Isobel
Leonard, Ava
Love, Aoibh
Lymperi, Chrysa
Magee, Maria
Maguire, Aoibheann
Maguire, Erin
Maguire, Kelsey
Malone, Grace
Martin, Saoirse
McCann, Erin
McCarney, Ella
McCarron, Elisha
McCrory, Emma
McCusker, Aoife

McDade, Anna
McDonnell, Caoimhe
McGarry, Evie
McGovern, Abbie
McGovern, Katie
McGovern, Saoirse
McGuinness, Ciara
McGurren, Molly
McKeown, Bronach
McKervey, Ellie
Meeke, Amy
Murphy, Aoife
Murphy, Cara
Murphy, Emer
Nethercott, Bella
Nolan, Caitlyn
Northern, Sarah
O’Hare, Daisy
O’Hare, Katie
O’Neill, Tia
Ormsby, Caoimhe
Prunty, Leah
Reilly, Clodagh
Rice, Alex
Roche, Kerri
Slevin, Erin
Smyth, Sarah
Swift, Jasmine
Tierney, Ania
Tierney, Raina
Toal, Maria
Walsh, Caoimhe
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School Population 2021-2022

Year 12

Bradley, Anna
Callaghan, Katie
Campbell, Ciara
Carey, Caoimhe
Cartin McCloskey, Elle
Cassidy, Acorn
Cassidy, Anna
Clarke, Emma
Clawson, Shannon
Collins, Blathnaid
Conlan, Caoimhe
Connolly, Anna
Cox, Anna
Davey, Mya
Donnelly, Aoife
Doyle, Emer
Duffy, Grainne
Duffy, Muireann
Elliott, Katie
Elliott, Shauna
Faux, Caoimhe
Fee, Clodagh
Flanagan, Ellen
Gallagher, Caoimhe
Gallagher, Siofra
Gilligan, Meabh
Grew, Anna
Hamilton, Caoimhe
Hanley, Eleanor
Hannigan, Naomi
Henry, Niamh
Imran, Maryum
Jackson, Ella
Jardine, Carla
Johnston, Caitlin
Jones, Dearbhla
Keane, Aoife
Keane, Niamh
Keenan, Molly
Kelly-Neill, Rachel
King, Aoibheann
Lymperi, Irene
Lynch, Aela
Magee, Laura
Maguire, April
Marshall, Emily
Martin, Annabella
Martin, Sam
McAloon, Siofra
McCaffrey, Chloe
McCann, Amy
McCann, Cadhla
McConnell, Ciosa
McCorry, Niamh
McDermott, Elisha
McDonnell, Cara
McFarland, Aoife
McGarrigle, Sinead

McGoldrick, Aoibheann
McGovern, Zoe
McKenna, Bethany
McKenna, Rion
McMahon, Beth
McManus, Erin
McManus, Katie
McManus, Laoise
McMenamin, Beibhinn
McNally, Abbie
McNally, Ava
McQuaid, Ellie
Megahey, Rachel
Millar, Bethany
Murphy, Megan
Murray, Bridin
Ni Cheallaigh, Ethna
O’Brien, Chloe
O’Connor, Scarlett
O’Donnell, Ella
O’Keefe, Laoise
O’Loughlin, Grace
O’Sullivan, Muireann
Patterson, Aoife
Pietrak, Lucja
Quinn, Aisling
Reihill, Emilie
Ryan, Molly
Skrodenyte, Arete
Slevin, Cora
Smith, Mairead
Tariq, Fatima
Tierney, Cara
Tracey, Sarah
Trainor, Maria
Turbett, Sophie
Wong, Yin

Year 13

Allen, Chloe
Baird, Holly
Barrett, Sinead
Beacom, Leah
Black, Millie
Boyle, Caoimhe
Bradley, Aoife
Breen, Mia
Cadden, Lucy
Campbell, Aife
Campbell, Eimear
Campbell, Emer
Carey, Katie
Carrigan, Ellie
Casey, Cliodhna
Cassidy, Emily
Cassidy, Rebecca
Clarke, Ciara
Clarke, Dearbhla
Cleary, Eimear
Conlon, Sophie
Corry, Keeva
Cuffe, Caitlin
Curry, Kelsey
Deery, Louise
Donegan, Riona
Donnelly, Anna
Donnelly, Grainne
Doyle, Catherine
Duffy, Caitlin
Duffy, Emma
Durkin, Miah
Elliott, Zoe
Flanagan, Fionna
Gilbride, Caragh
Gilleece, Ciosa
Gilleece, Kieva
Gillen, Niamh
Gillespie, Anna
Gilligan, Caitlin
Goodwin, Estee
Graham, Ellie
Gray, Cara
Guette, Grace
Gunn, Niamh
Hamill, Jodi
Hanna, Kerri
Hanratty, Eimear
Hoy, Clodagh
Keegan, Grace
Keenan, Sadie
Kelly, Lauren
Kelly, Megan
Kelly, Rionach
Keown, Grace
Kerrin, Aine
Kildea, Aoibhinn
Leonard, Ciara

Lynch, Nakita
Magee, Catherine
Maguire, Mikayla
Malanaphy, Eimear
Martin, Cliodhna
Masterson, Ellie
McAloon, Tara
McCabe, Casey
McCaffrey, Cristiona
McCaffrey, Laura
McCann, Aisling
McCann, Annie
McCann, Erin
McCaughey, Caoimhe
McCaughey, Sophie
McCool, Carla
McDermott, Elyse
McEvoy, Laura
McGauran, Abi
McGoldrick, Grainne
McGovern, Amy
McGovern, Bronagh
McGovern, Sorcha
McGuigan, Eimear
McGuinness, Rhianne
McIntyre, Nadine
McIntyre, Niamh
McKiernan, Naoise
McLaughlin, Danielle
McLoughlin, Megan
McManus, Chloe
McManus, Tiernagh
McNeil, Niamh
McQuillan, Blathnaid
McSorley, Ella
Mohan, Aoibhinn
Mooney, Maeve
Moss, Caitlin
Mulligan, Christina
Mulligan, Georgia
Murphy, Kate
Murphy, Keelan
Murray, Eimear
Murray, Zoe
Nolan, Ciara
O’Donnell, Clodagh
O’Grady, Niamh
O’Harte, Niamh
O’Kane, Olivia
O’Neill, Criea
O’Reilly, Brenna
Ormsby, Aoibhinn
Rainey, Roisin
Rasdale, Aoife
Reilly, Aine
Rice, Abigail
Robson, Reika
Rogers, Tegan
Smyth, Bronagh
Sweeney, Clodagh
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Teague, Ella
Tierney, Erin
Toal, Anna
Trainor, Aoife
Trainor, Emma
Treacy, Eibhlis
Treacy, Grace
Treacy, Sarah
Young, Aimee

Year 14 

Andrassak, Melissa
Baltutyte, Gabriele
Beattie, Aoibhin
Beggan, Aishling
Blake, Kerry
Boyd, Chantelle
Brady, Rebecca
Brazil, Lauren
Breen, Ellen
Brogan, Kerry
Caldbeck, Brooke
Callaghan, Eve
Cameron, Helena
Campbell, Niamh
Cartin McCloskey, Farrah
Clarke, Ella
Cleary, Aoife
Conlan, Dearbhla
Corrigan, Clara
Corrigan, Katie
Cox, Natasha
Coyle, Ellie
Crudden, Ava
Curran, Erin
Daly, Niamh
Doherty, Chloe
Donnelly, Katie J
Donnelly, Katie M
Donohoe, Alannah
Donohoe, Aloisia
Donohoe, Aoibheann
Dooris, Cliona
Elliott, Caoimhe
Elliott, Ellie
Eves, Orla
Fee, Eibhlinn
Fitzpatrick, Lauren
Giles, Alana
Gilleece, Caoimhe
Grainger, Caitlin
Grainger, Maeve
Greene, Ecko
Groves, Sarah
Gunn, Ciara
Harte, Sarah
Holland, Eimear
Horan, Amy
Howell, Clodagh
Hughes, Amy
Hyde, Clare
Irwin, Jemma
Jones, Stephanie
Keaney, Aoife
Keaney, Emer
Keaney, Lauren
Keenan, Aisling
Kelly, Dubhana
Kelly, Emma

Kelly-Neill, Maria
Kennedy, Kylah
Keogh, Caithlin
Keown, Caitlin
Keown, Lucy
Leonard, Caragh
Livingston, Ellie
Livingston, Megan
Love, Ciara
Lucy, Laura
Lunny, Chloe
Lynch, Maeve
Magee, Eimear
Maguire, Aimee
Maguire, Ariana
Maguire, Bebhionn
Maguire, Clara
Maguire, Dervla
Maguire, Ellen
Markey, Emma
McAloon, Niamh
McBrien, Aine
McBrien, Martha
McCabe, Aoife
McCaffrey, Aine
McCaffrey, Bronagh
McCaffrey, Ellen
McCaffrey, Eoinaoise
McCaffrey, Katie
McCaffrey, Lily
McCann, Clodagh
McCarron, Jane
McCarron, Niamh
McCaughey, Cora
McCaughey, Reisha
McDermott, Leah
McElhill, Rhianna
McGovern, Aoife
McGovern, Emma
McGovern, Mary
McGowan, Beth
McGrath, Ciana
McGuigan, Charlotte
McManus, Leona
McMenamin, Orna
McNeill, Aisling
McStravick, Blaithin
Meeke, Sophie
Meikleham, Rebekah
Miller, Mollie
Moore, Keri
Mulligan, Ella
Murphy, Hannah
Murphy, Megan
Murphy, Orla
Northern, Ciara
O’Brien, Tiana
O’Connor, Sarah
O’Donnell, Ella
O’Hare, Caitlin

O’Kane, Rachael
O’Reilly, Aoife Alexandria
O’Shea, Mya
Phair, Carla
Plesner, Ola
Prunty, Emily
Rickey, Kasey
Rooney, Catherine
Ryan, Carla
Seaney, Deirbhile
Slevin, Maeve
Smith, Kacey
Spillane, Eva
Stewart, Aimee
Stewart, Enya
Storey, Shannon
Tierney, Cushla
Toal, Lucy
Waterson, Aine
Waterson, Rachel
Williamson, Kate

School Population 2021-2022
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The First Edition 1996-1997

Reading back through the first edition of ‘The Red 
Stairs’, which I edited in my final year as a teacher at 
Mount Lourdes, is like listening to a harp arpeggio of 
nostalgia. I’m back in the old Room 30, to the right 
at the top of the stairs, with its pale blue paint and 
the high ceiling which means the room is always 
freezing in the colder months.  I’m listening to the 
ten-to-the-dozen ideas, the dreams, aspirations and 
above all, the irrepressible laughter of the Magazine 
Committee members. I’m trying to rein in their riskier 
suggestions, yet loving the exuberance of thought.  
I’m remembering how much I loved teaching at 
Mount Lourdes and how sad I was to leave…

Late in the 1995-96 school year, the new Principal, 
Mr Gerry Hegarty (the first MLE Principal not to be 
a member of the Sisters of Mercy order) mooted the 
idea of starting up a new School Magazine.  Until 
then, in my years at the school, there had been a 
termly newsletter, The Convent Chronicle, produced 
and photocopied in school, edited by Miss Anne 
Brew, the Head of English, and including some school 
news and some creative writing.  The proposed 
School Magazine was to be an altogether grander 
publication:  created in school but then produced at 
some expense by a professional printing company, 
and published annually.  As I ran the school’s Creative 
Writing club and helped with the Newsletter, I 
decided to apply for the post of Editor.  To my 
delight, I was appointed, and the adventure began.

The first task, in September 1996, was to appoint my 
Editorial Committee:  sixth form students, most of 
whom were studying English Literature A-Level, and 
all of whom were highly articulate and enthusiastic.  

It delights me that I still have very occasional 
contact with one or two of these former students 
on Facebook, and it entertains me greatly that I 
hear one of them on the radio every morning as I’m 
getting ready for work:  Rachel Gibson, now Rachel 
Horne, is an integral part of the Chris Evans Breakfast 
Show on Virgin Radio.  I like to think that she got 
her journalistic start on the Mount Lourdes School 
Magazine.  

Our first task was to choose a name.  We debated it 
for days, and we had all sorts of suggestions, from 
the spiritual to the erudite to the unrepeatable.  I 
can’t remember who came up with it, but when 
someone said, ‘What about The Red Stairs?’ the 
discussion just stopped.  It was as if we all just knew, 
there and then, that we’d found the answer.

The Red Stairs were a Mount Lourdes institution.  The 
central, towering staircase right at the heart of the 
school: no matter what your timetable, it was likely 
that you’d have to go up and/or down these stairs 
at some point in your day.  The staffroom was at the 
top of these stairs, to the left, and the English rooms 
were (mostly) at the top, to the right.  The distinctive 
red lino on the floor gave the stairs their name – to 
the extent that, when a cost-cutting exercise meant 
that they were re-floored in brown for a few years, 
they were still referred to as being red!  

Naming the Magazine after the school’s central 
staircase just felt right.  I remember eyes lighting up 
and hands being waved and committee members 
generating metaphors with breathless excitement- 
‘That’s right, I mean, growing up is basically like a 
staircase, you start as a wee baby and then you’re 

1995 - A very young Year 14 form teacher enjoying the MLE 
Formal with members of her form class.

Late 2020 – A rather older teacher enjoying a break 
from school.
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at primary school and then you’re a first year and 
then eventually you get to sixth form…’ We talked 
about how, when you leave school, the staircase 
starts all over again as you start off on university, 
employment, adult life.  We felt that calling the new 
Magazine The Red Stairs encapsulated all of this, and 
the seven-year flight of steps that MLE students take; 
their aspirations and hopes for what will come next; 
the lifetimes of service given by members of staff.

And so it began.  The next six months led to 
twice-weekly lunchtime meetings in Room 30, and 
occasional after school gatherings too; eventually, 
we all ended up taking over the Computer Room, 
all typing furiously, racing one another to prepare 
articles as accurately as we could.  I know there are 
some typos in that first magazine, and I know the 
layout isn’t as sophisticated as a 2021 publication.  

Our computing facilities back then were very basic: 
we were all just learning to create Word documents 
and the very thought of inserting a photo made us all 
need to make ourselves another cup of coffee.  What 
we lacked in expertise we made up for in enthusiasm, 
and I think the good humour, enjoyment of school life 
and youthful ebullience shines through in that first 
edition.  We were so proud of it when it came out in 
the summer term of 1997.  The satirical, hand-drawn 
cover features the two Vice Principals, Mr McElduff 
and Sister Carmel Maguire, at the top of the stairs 
and the Principal, Mr Hegarty, at the bottom.  The 
stairs themselves are immortalised, albeit in black 
and white, on page 1.  The magazine is a snapshot 
of a very busy year, a very different time, and a very 
enthusiastic, joyful committee.  

I’m told that the red stairs don’t exist per se any 
more, and that Room 30 is also no more.  Those 
first Editorial Committee members are now well 
into their adult life, and I am busy in the school I 
joined after leaving MLE.  I’m told, though, that in 
the newly renovated Mount Lourdes there’s now 
a Red Bridge.  How fitting that is.  The Red Stairs 
Magazine is the bridge between the late 1990s, when 
it was established, and today.  I’m sure the students 
of Mount Lourdes have retained the irrepressible 
energy and zest for life which characterised the 
many classes I taught in my four years in the school.  
I’m sure the latest generation of staff and students 
working on the School Magazine represent this more 
skilfully and professionally than we were able to do, 
25 years ago.  But I’m sure, too, that, this bridge 
from the actual staircase to the metaphorical steps 
through a school’s lifetime, has always managed to 
place the spotlight on just what’s so special about 
Mount Lourdes.

My very best wishes to everyone involved in the 
Silver Anniversary edition of The Red Stairs, and to 
everyone at Mount Lourdes.  There will be some still 
teaching in the school who were my colleagues and 
friends ‘back then’.  There are even a few among the 
current staff, whom I taught!  My editorial experience 
proved invaluable: when I left Mount Lourdes, I 
moved to Loreto College Coleraine where, after two 
years, I was appointed Editor of the School Magazine 
there, a post I held for 16 years.  I still look after the 
social media and press aspect of this post, and am 
otherwise kept busy teaching English and being 
Head of Department, Teacher Tutor and Senior 
Teacher at Loreto.  In what little time I have beyond 
this, I read extensively, write a bit (mostly blogging), 
and am enjoying improving my photography.  

Caragh Little, (formerly Devlin)
December 2021. 
First Co-ordinator of the School Magazine

TEACHER CO-ORDINATORS OF THE SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE:

1996-1997 - Miss C. Devlin

1997-2001 - Mrs A. Mulligan

2002-2006 - Mr D. McCaul

2007-Present - Mr D. Murray
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The First Editorial
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1996-1997

1996-1997 – The First Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Lucia Rehill, Emer McAneny, Niamh 
McGowan, Ann-Marie O’Reilly, Elaine Daly, Marcella 

Monaghan & Miss Devlin.

Front Row: L-R: Lorraine Corrigan, Sinead Boyle, 
Roisin Reilly, Melanie Fitzpatrick, Melanie Graham & 

Martina Feely.

Missing from photograph: Aine Bermingham, Kerry 
Stennett & Joanne Whitmore.
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1996-1997
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1997-1998

1997-1998 Magazine Committee

From back L-R: Emma Foy, Joanne McGrade, Christina 
Corrigan, Mrs Mulligan, Sorcha Clifford, Claire Colville, 

Margaret Doogan, Roisin Martin, Catherine Quinn, 
Breige Maguire, Catherine McKeown, Mary Doogan, 
Anne Rooney, Karen Parsons, Katrina Woods, Karen 
McGirr, Tara Maguire, Leanne Campbell, Geraldine 

O’Donaghue, Denise Grenne, Caroline McGrath, Cathy 
Young, Sinead Tinney & Shauneen Daly.

Missing from photograph: Danielle Clarke, Vanessa 
Cassidy, Teresa Fee, Mary Keown and Mary Dolan.
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1997-1998
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1998-1999

1998-1999 Magazine Committee 
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1998-1999
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1999-2000

1999-2000 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Emma Cousins, Emer Monaghan, Lorraine 
Gibson, Gemma Nemer, Yvonne McKenna, Norma McDermott, 

Pauline O’Neill, Laura Gallagher & Lisa McGarrigle.

Middle Row L-R: Shauna Smyth, Una Morris, Niamh Slowey, 
Patricia O’Callaghan, Michelle Boyle, Nessa Fee, Tara 

Maguire, Roisin O’Donnell, Diane Stuart & Sarah McGrade.

Front Row L-R: Sarah McCormick, Collen McCarney, 
Catherine O’Shea, Carla McCaffrey, Carla McGrath, Toni 

McGrath, Eilish Johnston, Marie Mohan & Priscilla Rooney.
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1999-2000
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2000-2001

2000-2001 Magazine Committee

(No photograph of committee in magazine)

Members were: Fiona Rooney, Anne Keown, Kathy Jackson, 
Antia Feely, Emma Rafferty, Ceire Lindsay & Mairead 

Carberry
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2001-2002

2001-2002 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Anita Doris, Bronagh Maguire, Lisa Slevin & 
Brenda Swift

Front Row L-R: Emer Keaney, Lisa McQuillan, Treacy 
McTeggart, Antoinette Thirgood & Sarah McRoe
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2001-2002
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2003

2003 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Tara Maguire, Fiona McManus, Emer Sheridan 
& Eilish Lunny.

Middle Row: L-R: Patricia Stewart, Meadhbh Monaghan, 
Hatyley Maguire & Shauna Dolan.

Front Row: Roisin Bowden & Sinead Dolan
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2004

2004 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Paula McManus, Lisa O’Kane, Sarah Rooney, 
Fiona McManus, Orla Greene, Louise Little, Fiona Treacy & 

Amanda Loughlin

Front Row L-R: Gemma Calgie, Sienad Keown, Paula Treacy, 
Lisa Kirby, Sheena Maguire & Nicola Connolly.
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2005

2005 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Maeve Maguire, Clara Tracey, Claire Crilly & 

Elizabeth Eillot.

Centre Row L-R: Maria Duffy, Aisling Reihill, Annamarie 
Campbell & Aileen Gray.

Front Row: Catherine McGinnity, Katie Crudden, Tarah Colton 
& Michelle Rasdale
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2006

2006 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Collette Murphy, Katie Kirby, Louise Leonard, 
Teresa Flood & Jane Dundas.

Front Row L-R: Amy Murphy, Alana Dunleavy, Maria Naan & 
Paula Roofe.
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2006
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2007

2007 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Fiona McCaffrey, Siobhan Keenan, Katie 
O’Donovon, Rachel Gallgher, Stephanie McCroy & Karen 

Tierney

Front Row L-R: Teresa Treacy, Edel McBarron, Aine McNally, 
Karen O’Callaghan & Pauline Magee.
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2008

2008 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Elizabeth Warnock, Monica Corrigan, Maeve 
Glover, Claire Stewart & Caitrín Crudden.

Front Row L-R: Theresa Duffy, Clarissa Jones, Sinead McAroe, 
Donna Leonard & Rebecca Thirgood
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2009

2009 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Gemma Malanaphy, Siobhan McElroy, Lisa 
McHugh, Aine Hassard, Una Burns & Aileen Owens

Front Row L-R: Bethany Grimsley, Carla Donnelly, Aoife 
Boyle, Fionnuala Glover & Majella McGarrity.

Missing from photograph: Maeve Corrigan & Ailish Keown.
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2010

2010 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Mr Murray, Calire Molloy, Fatima Jamill, Kerry 
McGullion, Michaela Smyth, Claire Greene & Shauneen 

Thompson.

Front Row L-R: Laura Dolan, Aislinn Adair, Jessica Lilley, 
Alexandra Hamilton, Shauna Connolly & Nicole Doonan.

Missing from photograph: Rebecca Kenny
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2011

2011 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Rebecca Maxwell, Roisin McQuaid, Rachel 
Conway, Lauren McConville, Zoe Thompson & Aisling Nolan.

Front Row L-R: Catherine Bogue, Natasha Rice, Darina Gilroy, 
Jane Maguire and Michaela Molly.

Missing from photograph: Blathine Maguire
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2011
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2012

2012 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Deribhile Cunningham, Lauren McVeigh, Sarah 
McLaughlin, Mary Catherine O’Dolan, Erin Flanagan, Ciara 

Stewart, Edel Quinn, Kirsty Monaghan & Tara Swann.

Front Row L-R: Sorcha Thompson, Kathryn Muldoon, 
Christina Babu Joseph & Shaina Dillon.

Missing from photograph: Rachel McNairn & Colleen Howell.
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2013

2013 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Aisling Dolan, Aoife McGuigan, Kerry Jackson, 
Emma Gordon, Lisa Sweeny, Amanda Brady & Rebecca 

McElroy.

Front Row L-R: Aoife Scott, Niamh Walsh, Orlaith Lynch & 
Sophie McClintock.

Missing from photograph: Aoibheann Flanagan.
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2014

2014 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Aoife McCaughey, Una McHugh & Hayley 
White.

Middle Row: Brenda McDermott, Samantha McElgun, Katie 
McGrath, Nicole Clarke & Aoife Murphy.

Front Row L-R: Aife McManus, Louise McGandy, Megan 
McAfee & Eilis Conneally
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2015

2015 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Collette Cassidy, Clare McKervey, Aine Dunne 
& Emma McCann.

Front Row L-R: Laura Johnston, Deirbhile Lynch, Aoife Jones 
& Emma O’Hare-Smith.

Missing from photograph: Alannah Corrigan
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2016

2016 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Chloe McGinity, Hannah Gallagher, Dearbhla 
McDonald & Olivia Daly.

Front Row L-R: Sophie O’Dolan, Grace Connolly, Clara Eccles 
& Laura Cadden.
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2017

2017 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Orla Cassidy, Katie Love, Caitlin Campbell, 
Maeve Cadden, Aine McCreesh, Caitriona Maguire & Aoife 

Leonard-Maguire.

Front Row L-R: Eavan Gribbin, Aoife Mullan, Sinead Ward, 
Niamh McCann & Nicole Donnelly.
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2018

2018 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Caitlin McSherry, Chloe Gallagher, Helen 
Eliott, Orfhlaigh McAnespy & Anna McCool.

Front Row L-R: Eimir Curran, Niamh McGurn, Noelle Maguire 
& Niamh Crudden.

Missing from photograph: Jane Eccles and Niamh Kearns.
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2019

2019 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Roisin Keown, Savannagh Leonard, Niamh 
Waterson, Niamh McGurn, Riona McCann & Elizabeth Murphy.

Front Row L-R: Riona McCreesh, Kiara Monsanto, Megan 
Lilley, Clodagh Warnock & Chantelle Maguire.
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2020

2020 Magazine Committee

Back Row L-R: Keelan Perrett, Amy Hughes, Beate Ozola, 
Olivia Keane & Blaithin Lynch.

Front Row L-R: Lucy Turbett, Emilija Kairyte, Anna Guette & 
Aimee McLoughlin.
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2021 Magazine Committee

L-R: Niamh Duffy, Lorna Shergill, Lauren McKenna, Meabh 
Dolan, Meave Begley & Niamh Naylor.

Missing from photograph: Eabha Kelly, Katie McMulkin & 
Lauren McGovern.

2021
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Year 14A Form Teacher: Mr C. Connolly

Aishling Beggan
Best Memory:  

GCSE Religion classes.

Katie M Donnelly
Best Memory:  

When the wheels were 
on the chairs in Room 

60.

Aloisia Donohoe
Best Memory:  

Daily mug of tea in the 
canteen.

Cliona Dooris
Best Memory:  

Year 10 rollercoaster

Ellie Elliott
Best Memory: 

The boat trip in 
Germany.

Eibhlinn Fee
Best Memory: 

The view from Mr 
Devine’s room.

Lauren 
Fitzpatrick
Best Memory: 

The Smarties debate in 
Germany.

Caoimhe 
Gilleece

Best Memory:  
‘Junior Lunchroom’ 

laughs.

Maeve Grainger
Best Memory: 
Convincing Mr 

McGovern to waste our 
double by reading out 
The Mathematicians. 

Ecko Greene
Best Memory:  

Ice cream in Germany. 

Sarah Groves Ciara Gunn
Best Memory:  

The Common Room

Laura Lucy
Best Memory:   

Walking back in 2 years 
after leaving.

Emma Markey
Best Memory:  

Christmas dinner with 
my friends.
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Year 14B Form Teacher: Mrs C. O’Connor

Melissa 
Andrassak
Best Memory:  

The House on Fire 
presentation.

Rebecca Brady
Best Memory:  

Getting to Performing 
Arts on time. Thanks 

Erin Curran!

Ellen Breen
Best Memory: 

GCSE Chemistry and 
the Formal

Kerri Brogan
Best Memory:  

Sitting with friends at 
lunch.

Chantelle Boyd
Best Memory:  

The time in Spanish 
class when my chair 
collapsed and I fell 

in front of the whole 
class.

Eve Callaghan
Best Memory:  

When Aoife Cleary 
broke the computer 
and left High School 

Musical running in the 
background..

Niamh Campbell
Best Memory: 

Michelle Mississippi, 
when my pen burst in 
Chemistry and GCSE 

English orals

Farrah Cartin-
McCloskey
Best Memory:  

Babysitting Marvin in 
GCSE History

Ella Clarke
Best Memory:  

Physics Fridays and 
Year 11 English Lit 

debates.

Aoife Cleary
Best Memory:  
GCSE English 

Literature with Mrs 
McAleer and crying 
over the end of Mice 

and Men (no spoilers!)

Dearbhla Conlon
Best Memory:  

Year 10 Germany trip.

Natasha Cox
Best Memory: 

Falling through the 
floor.

Ellie Coyle
Best Memory:

Getting ready for the 
Emerge festival in the 

school toilets with 
Derv.

Ava Crudden
Best Memory:

When Aoife McCabe 
fake fainted to get out 

of her French oral!

Erin Curran
Best Memory: 
Ella Mulligan..

Katie J Donnelly
Best Memory: 

‘When Eva fought a 
worm in her apple and 

GCSE Geography.

Aoibheann 
Donohoe

Best Memory: 
 Tea at break.

Ellen McCaffrey
Best Memory:

Putting whipped cream 
on Derv’s nose at the 
Christmas dinner and 

doing a full day of 
school before a festival.

Clodagh McCann
Best Memory:

Tea in A-Level Politics 
class.

Leah McDermott
Best Memory:

Getting my dinner 
paid for.

Aine Waterson
Best Memory:

Waterhouse and 
getting ready for a 

festival in the toilets

Rachel Waterson
Best Memory:

When Kerri fell going 
up the stairs.
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Year 14C Form Teacher: Mrs G. Carty

Brooke Caldbeck
Best Memory:  

Tea at breaktime.

Helena Cameron
Best Memory:  

When Sean Magee 
came to sing at the 

Sponsored Walk.

Chloe Doherty 
Best Memory:  

Clodagh Howell falling 
off her chair in form 

class.

Alana Giles
Best Memory:  

Tea at break time.

Sarah Harte
Best Memory:  

GCSE Science classes.

Eimear Holland
Best Memory: 

Singing ‘Travelling 
Soldier’ on our way to 

Germany Year 10.

Amy Horan
Best Memory: 

Noah Centineo’s 
tweets.

Clodagh Howell
Best Memory: 

Witnessing Carla fall on 
a weekly basis.

Amy Hughes
Best Memory:  

Our GCSE drama 
performance-

‘Petruchio!’

Clare Hyde
Best Memory: 

Physics Fridays – cake 
time!

Aoife Keaney
Best Memory:  

Singing ‘Seven drunken 
nights’ three years in a 
row at the talent show 

and never winning.

Aisling Keenan
Best Memory: 

Washing lettuce with 
fairy liquid in Year 8 

Home Economics with 
Aoife Keaney.

Dubhana Kelly
Best Memory:  
Year 10 Trip.

Emma Kelly
Best Memory:   

The time Aoife McCabe 
lost her shoe in a bush 

and came into Miss 
Gallagher’s ICT class 

covered in leaves.

Maria Kelly-Neill
Best Memory:  

Dee telling me I need a 
private bathroom.

Kylah Kennedy
Best Memory: 

 Mr Timoney taking us 
down to the meadow 

for class in the summer.

Caitlin Keown
Best Memory:

Mr Connolly’s accents 
in Chemistry.

Lucy Keown
Best Memory:

Aisling Keenan belting 
out ‘Skinny Love’ to 
lighten the mood on 

the snow day.

Bebhionn 
Maguire

Best Memory:
Watching Clodagh spill 
coffee all over herself 

in the morning.

Rebekah 
Meikleham
Best Memory:

The day Sean Magee 
came and played 

music.

Hannah Murphy
Best Memory:

When Clodagh Howell 
got a new school 

jumper.
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Year 14D Form Teacher: Mrs J. McGeoghan

Gabriele 
Baltutyte
Best Memory:  

Getting lost when I first 
started.

Aoibhin Beattie
Best Memory:  

Coffee in Politics on a 
Friday morning.

Kerry Blake
Best Memory:  

Ellen falling off her 
chair in Room 54.

Lauren Brazil
Best Memory:  

The Sociology Spider.

Clara Corrigan
Best Memory:  

Ariana’s water bottle.

Katie Corrigan
Best Memory: 
Mrs McCarron 

screaming in Sociology 
because of a spider.

Niamh Daly
Best Memory:  
Mrs Cullen’s 

microphone breaking

Alannah 
Donohoe

Best Memory:  
Beth and I hiding in the 
tent in reception in the 
St Fanchea’s wing and 

scaring the teacher.

Caragh Leonard
Best Memory: 

My non-verbal lead role 
as Mary in Knock.

Ciara Love
Best Memory:  

The Dance Show.

Chloe Lunny
Best Memory: 

When the plane was 
delayed for a few hours 

in Germany and we 
were stranded.

Maeve Lynch
Best Memory:

Cake Fridays in Physics 
and Betty Biscoff.

Eimear Magee
Best Memory:

When I accidentally 
threw a pen at Mr 

O’Reilly and blamed it 
on Aine McCaffrey and 

the Year 10 Trip.

Aimee Maguire
Best Memory: 

The Year 12 Religion 
table and Erin falling 

down the stairs.

Ariana Maguire
Best Memory: 
History trips.

Clara Maguire
Best Memory: 

Mya O’Shea falling 
everywhere!

Dervla Maguire
Best Memory: 

 The potato incident in 
Biology.

Ellen Maguire
Best Memory:

Year 12 break time in 
Religion

Niamh McAloon
Best Memory:
The Gaeltacht.

Aine McBrien
Best Memory:

Business Studies in 
Room 60 and Mrs 

Kennedy’s LLW classes.

Martha McBrien
Best Memory:

Mr O’Reilly slipping and 
falling on a potato skin 

in Biology.

Jane McCarron
Best Memory:
The Formal.
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Year 14E Form Teacher: Mrs A. Lilleker

Caoimhe Elliot
Best Memory:  

Not doing exams last 
year.

Órla Eves
Best Memory:  

Having tea and biscuits 
every Friday morning 

in Politics with Mrs 
McGeoghan while 

catching up on current 
affairs

Caitlin Grainger 
Best Memory:  
The Formal.

Jemma Irwin
Best Memory:  

Planning trips away 
with my friends and 
never booking them 
because we are all 

poor.

Stephanie Jones
Best Memory:  

Reisha eating my 
Christmas dinner.

Emer Keaney
Best Memory: 

The day I heard Aoife 
McCabe had 18 GCSEs.

Lauren Keaney 
Best Memory: 

‘The Running Corridor’ 
- MKN

Caithlin Keogh
Best Memory: 

Going to the wrong 
form class on my 

first day of 6th year 
because I heard my 
name not realising it 
was Caitlin Keown.

Aoife McCabe
Best Memory:  

The time we made the 
whole canteen clap 

because Aoife Keaney 
got a new job and 

she left the canteen 
because of it.

Aine McCaffrey
Best Memory: 

Hitting Mr O’Reilly with 
a pen.

Bronagh 
McCaffrey
Best Memory: 

Breaking Mr O’Reilly’s 
coffee mug and him 

going mad.  

Mary McGovern
Best Memory: 

The Year 10 trip.  

Katie McCaffrey
Best Memory: 

Falling off the chair 
after hearing we had a 
Maths free, sorry Mrs 

Irwin.  

Ciana McGrath
Best Memory: 
The craic with 

Chantelle and Melissa. 

Lily McCaffrey
Best Memory:  

The sweetcorn incident.  

Charlotte 
McGuigan
Best Memory:  

The case of the ripped 
French and History 

class. 

Naimh McCarron
Best Memory:   

Betty biscoff and 7 
years of Physics with 

Mr Timoney.

Reisha 
McCaughey
Best Memory:  

Landing face first on 
the ground when Laura 

tripped me with her 
kitbag. 

Leona McManus 
Best Memory:  

Mrs Henry’s radiators.

Orna McMenamin 
Best Memory:  

Mrs Henry’s floor. 
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Year 14F Form Teacher: Mr G. Quinn

Ellie Livingston
Best Memory:  

The friends I made.

Megan 
Livingston
Best Memory:  

The craic with the girls.

Eoinaoise 
McCaffrey
Best Memory:  

Making new friends 
when starting Year 13.

Cora McCaughey
Best Memory:  

Lunch time fun.

Rhianna McEnhill
Best Memory:  

Break time chats.

Emma McGovern
Best Memory:  
Lunchtimes.

Beth McGowan
Best Memory: When 

Martha, Katie, Alannah 
and I went into the old 
disabled toilets when 

the lights were off and 
we saw our reflection in 
the mirror and thought 

it was a ghost.

Aisling McNeill
Best Memory:  

Drinking tea in GCSE 
Technology.

Sophie Meeke
Best Memory:

The flight home from 
Germany and the talent 

show in first year.

Keri Moore
Best Memory:  

GCSE History and 
Religion debates.

Ella Mulligan
Best Memory: 
“Erin Curran”.

Sarah O’Connor
Best Memory: 

Listening to Mya 
O’Shea’s squeaky 

laugh for seven years’ 
straight..

Megan Murphy
Best Memory: 
Year 10 trip.

Ella O’Donnell
Best Memory: 

The time we missed a 
year of school because 

of Covid-19

Orla Murphy
Best Memory:

Religion Debates, 
throwing Clare’s 

phone out the window 
and GCSE P.E                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                           

Rachael O’Kane
Best Memory:

When Ellen fell down 
the stairs in front 
of the staffroom.                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                  

Ciara Northern
Best Memory: 

Mrs. Lynch’s religion 
class and jumping 
down the stairs of 

music in KS3

Mya O’Shea
Best Memory: 

Pieing Sarah O’Connor 
in the face during the 
Talent Show in Year 8.

Tiana O’Brien
Best Memory: Ciara 

falling on the ice going 
up the hill in the morning, 
always winning debates 
in GCSE Religion and 

Aine and I hiding from the 
teachers in the bathroom 
in our hotel in Germany.

Aoife O’Reilly
Best Memory: Dearbhla 
Conlan falling between 
the beds in Germany
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Year 14G Form Teacher: Mrs S. Harty

Blaithin 
McStravick
Best Memory:  

Pasta in the library.

Mollie Miller
Best Memory:  

Making memories at 
the formal.

Caitlin O’Hare 
Best Memory:  

Tea at breaktime

Carla Phair
Best Memory:  

Getting pushed into 
the massive bush on 
the way to the tennis 
courts in Year 9 and 
walking to class after 
with sticks in my hair!

Ola Plesner
Best Memory:  

French and EXCUSE 
ME!

Emily Prunty
Best Memory: 

The Year 10 trip with 
German Churros.

Kasey Rickey
Best Memory:  
The Formal.

Catherine 
Rooney

Best Memory: 
Shloer explosion and 

cake Friday.

Carla Ryan
Best Memory:  

The tour guide in 
Germany and Spanish 

parties.

Maeve Slevin
Best Memory: 

Junior lunch rooms 
and the Year 10 trip to 

Germany. 

Kacey Smith
Best Memory: 

GCSE History and 
the laughs in Mr 

Hegarty’s Maths class.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                            

Eva Spillane
Best Memory:  

When Marvin the 
cat joined our GCSE 

History class and GCSE 
Geography.

Aimee Stewart
Best Memory:   

Enya Stewart
Best Memory:  

Lunch time with 
friends.

Lucy Toal
Best Memory:  

Cake Friday, 8D dolls 
and living in the Music 

corridor.

Kate Williamson
Best Memory:  

Just Aimee being 
Aimee.

Cushla Tierney
Best Memory:  

Katie falling off the 
chair in form class.

Shannon Storey
Best Memory:  

The Germany trip.
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SURNAME FORENAME UNIVERSITY COURSE

Baird Hannah Liverpool John Moores University Law and Business

Barrett Aine Queen's University Belfast Chemical Engineering

Begley Maeve Marianne Ulster University Belfast Civil Engineering

Benson Ella Rose Ulster University Belfast Environmental Health with DPP

Benson Leah University of Liverpool Psychology

Blake Abbey Loyola Heriot-Watt University Mechanical Engineering

Bogue Cadhla-Cara Queen's University Belfast Pharmacy

Boomer Rebecca East 15 Drama School Theatre Studies

Boyd Clodagh Maria Ulster University Magee Nursing (Adult)

Bradley- West Kayleigh Queen's University Belfast Pharmacy

Breen Clara Queen's University Belfast Film Studies and Production

Breen Honor Ulster University Coleraine Applied Biomedical Science (Pathology) with placement year

Brosnan Katie Stranmillis University College Primary

Brosnan Tamara St Mary's University College 
Belfast

Post Primary with Religious Studies

Burns Katie Ulster University Belfast Sociology

Byrne Claire Ulster University Belfast Language and Linguistics

Cassidy Inez Queen's University Belfast Anthropology

Cassidy Shanna St Mary's University College 
Belfast

Liberal Arts and PE

Cassidy Sineve Ulster University Nursing (Adult)

Clarke Aine Northumbria University, 
Newcastle

Physiotherapy

Colgan Erin South West College Enniskillen Visual Media Arts Game Development

Collins Sinead St Mary's University College 
Belfast

BA Liberal Arts - Irish

Connolly Aisling Queen's University Belfast Dentistry

Connolly Ellen Queen's University Belfast Actuarial Science and Risk Management

Convey Sophie Cardiff University Nursing (Child)

Corry Abby Renee University of Warwick Economics

Czerwinska Joanna Ulster University Optometry

Dolan Meabh Orla Heriot-Watt University Actuarial Science

Douglas Erica Ulster University Jordanstown Health Physiology

Duffy Bronadh Liverpool Hope University Primary Education with QTS  (5-11)

Duffy Derbhla University of Glasgow Microbiology

Duffy Niamh Aine Queen's University Belfast Architecture

Farry Rhiana University of Ulster Jordanstown Marketing

Fee Molly University of Glasgow Geography and Mathematics

Fee Ursula TCD Irish and Italian

Feely Megan Ulster University Belfast Communication, Advertising and Marketing

Fidgeon Kerri University of Liverpool Medicine

Flanagan Molly Queen's University Belfast Professional Nursing (Learning Disability)

Gallagher Kelly-Marie Queen's University Belfast Law

Gaongen Elijah Lancaster University Law

Gibson Cora Ulster University Jordanstown Health Physiology

Gilheaney Ciana Ulster University Speech and Language Therapy (2022)

Gilheaney Orla Queen's University Belfast Computer Science including Professional Experience

Gilleece Clare Ulster University Belfast Accounting and Law

Gillen Ciara Holly Queen's University Belfast Computer Science including Professional Experience

Gilligan Caoimhe NUI Galway Arts

Goodwin Rose Ella Ulster University Belfast Language and Linguistics (with Counselling Studies)

Greene Orla Ulster University Belfast Social Policy

Grew Eva Ulster University Magee Nursing (Adult)

Griffin Ciara TCD Pharmacy

Hamilton Megan Ann Ulster University Jordanstown Podiatry

Hamilton Tia Liverpool John Moores University Child Nursing

Higgins Sian Queen's University Belfast Psychology

Hughes Stephanie Ulster University Coleraine Psychology with optional placement year

Leavers’ Destinations 2021
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Hughes Zara St Mary's University College 
Belfast

Liberal Arts with RE

Jones Aoibhinn Liverpool John Moores University Civil and Structural Engineering

Jones Lauren Queen's University Belfast Law

Jones Sarah Jane Tracey Concrete/South West 
College Omagh

Apprenticeship in Accounting

Keane Erin Ulster University Belfast Language and Linguistics

Keaney Denise Year Out  

Keenan Eimear Queen's University Belfast Medicine

Kelly Amy Ellen Queen's University Belfast Business Information Technology including Professional Experience

Kelly Eabha Ulster University Belfast Law with Criminology

Keown Niamh Anne Queen's University Belfast Mechanical Engineering (with a Year in Industry)

Kerr Anna Newcastle University Biology

McGoldrick Eimear Ulster University Belfast Law

McGovern Lauren Belfast Met/Working Apprenticeship in Accountancy

McGurn Patrice Queen's University Belfast Law

McIntyre Caitlin Queen's University Belfast Food Quality, Safety and Nutrition

McIntyre Orlaith Ulster University Human Resource Management

McKeagney Meabh Heriot-Watt University Mathematics

McKenna Lauren Year Out Applying to Medicine for 2022

McKenna Rebecca St Mary's University College 
Belfast

Primary Teaching

McKillion Caithlin Ulster University Diagnostic Radiography and Imaging

McMahon Eimear Ulster University Law with Politics

McMahon Meabh Queen's University Belfast Environmental Management with Professional Studies

McManus Katie Queen's University Belfast English and Sociology

McManus Sinead Liverpool John Moores University Pharmacy

McManus Sophie Queen's University Belfast Law with Politics

McMulkin Aoife Caitlin Queen's University Belfast Professional Nursing (Adult) (September)

McMulkin Katie Queen's University Belfast Economics and Accounting

McNally Laoise University of Liverpool Physiotherapy

McQuaid Erin Newcastle University Combined Honours

Meade Alice Shauna Cardiff University Medical Engineering (Year in Industry)

Meehan Emma Marie University of the Arts London Fashion Marketing

Mohan Emma Ulster University Accounting (Pathways)

Murphy Katie Teresa Queen's University Belfast Civil Engineering (with a Year in Industry)

Murphy Lauren Queen's University Belfast Pharmacy

Murphy Leigha Ulster University Social Policy with Criminology

Murphy Seanain South West College Enniskillen/
Bunscoil an Traonaigh 
(Placement)

City and Guilds level 3 Diploma in Children’s Care Learning and 
Development 

Murray Maria Therese Queen's University Belfast Pharmacy

Naylor Niamh Ellen Heriot-Watt University Languages (Interpreting and Translating): French/Spanish

NiChobhthaigh Ros University of Swansea English and History

O'Kane Niamh Ulster University Coleraine Biomedical Science with placement year

Oliver Caitlin Ulster University Belfast Law with Criminology

O'Reilly Amy Stranmillis University College Early Childhood Studies (Foundation)

O'Reilly Colton Deirbhile South West College/Ulster 
Univeristy

Engineering with Mechatronics (F)/Progressing to Ulster University for 
BSc.

Palmer Katie Marie Ulster University Belfast Biomedical Engineering

Pilarczyk Zuzanna Liverpool John Moores University Pharmaceutical and Cosmetic Science with Foundation Year

Putnaite Greta Ulster University Magee Artificial Intelligence

Quinn Eimear Ulster University Belfast Environmental Health with DPP

Reilly Alana University of Manchester Politics and International Relations

Reilly Jodie Ulster University Belfast Language and Linguistics

Rooney Elisha Marie Queen's University Belfast Psychology

Scott Julie Anne Queen's University Belfast French and Spanish

Sesperes Erin University of Dundee Architecture

Sharkey Megan Queen's University Belfast Economics with Finance

Shergill Lorna Ulster University Belfast Law

Leavers’ Destinations 2021
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Stenson Megan Ulster University Biomedical Science

Straume Bella Aoife Manchester Metropolitan 
University

Fashion Promotion

Teague Katie Queen's University Belfast Environmental Management

Thompson Ava Queen Margaret College 
Edinburgh

Occupational Therapy

Thornton Sarah Johanna Newcastle University Computer Science with Industrial Placement (Software Engineering)

Tierney Katie Bangor University Adult Nursing

Tubman Jenna Ulster University Belfast Communication, Advertising and Marketing

Wong Yeuk Faye University of Manchester Psychology

Woods Katie Cardiff University Occupational Therapy

Leavers’ Destinations 2021
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Art and Design
Year 9 Art & Design students 
employed their pattern making 
skills to create Native American 
inspired masks for the Enniskillen 
Arts Festival 2021. All pupils created 
a paper pattern and the following 
designs were recreated in cotton for 
display in the Buttermarket during 
the festival.



DEPARTMENT REVIEWS

Mount Lourdes Grammar School Red Stairs 2022 95

Biology
BIOLOGY BAKE OFF 2022
The annual MLE Biology Bake Off returned on 
3rd February 2022, giving A2 Biology students 
the chance to get out of the classroom and 
into the kitchen to create their Biology themed 
masterpieces. This event was organised by Miss 
O’Hagan and Miss Flanagan. The girls were asked 
to bake a cake based on something they had 
been learning in preparation for their forthcoming 
A2 Biology exam. This year the standard and 
variety of the work produced was outstanding! 

With 21 bakes to choose from, the decision of 
who to award “Best Bake” and “Best Biology 
Theme” rested on the shoulders of Mrs Cullen 
and members of the Food and Nutrition and 
Biology Departments. The award for “Best Bake” 
went to Helena Cameron and Aisling Keenan for 
their representation of Ecology, and Catherine 
Rooney and Cushla Tierney for their depiction of 
succession along a rocky shore. 

Three bakes gained recognition for “Best Biology 
Theme”. First up were Aoife O’Reilly and Aine 
McCaffrey who tackled the topical theme; the 
Corona virus, linked to their study of Immunity. 
Tiana O’Brien and Orla Eves were rewarded for 
their “baby in utero” bake and finally, Niamh 
McCarron and Aishling Beggan were recognised 
for their impressive 3 tiered cake incorporating 
the MLE tie and the eukaryotic cell ultrastructure. 
All the students who took part are to be 
commended for their tremendous efforts.

Miss O’Hagan
Biology Department



DEPARTMENT REVIEWS

Mount Lourdes Grammar School Red Stairs 202296

BIOLOGY WEEK 2021
To celebrate Biology Week our Year 10 students 
created their own model of a DNA double helix. 
Some of the girls also took part in the Ulster 
University Schools Outreach Academy, by 
completing a bitesize course in “The Science behind 
Bath Bombs” and “An Introduction to Biomedical 
Science”.

Biology

To celebrate 
Biology Week 
some of our 
KS4 and KS5 
Biology students 
took part in the 
Ulster University 
Schools’ Outreach 
Academy, by 
completing a 
bitesize course 
in Biomedical 
Science. Well 
done girls!
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ULSTER UNIVERSITY SCHOOLS ACADEMY COURSE

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST PATHWAY 
OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMME 2021

Congratulations to Ellen Maguire and Hannah 
Schofield in 10C who received the ‘Ulster University 
Scholar Gold Pin’ for successfully completing their 
Ulster University Schools Academy Course. A great 
achievement by both pupils.

Cathy Britton in 10C 
who received the 
‘Ulster University 
Scholar Gold Pin’ 
for successfully 
completing the Ulster 
University Schools 
Academy Course

Leona McManus, Eibhlinn Fee and Sarah O’Connor (A-Level 
Biology students) took part in the Queen’s University Belfast 
Pathway Opportunity Programme, choosing to study Biological 
Sciences. Through self-paced work and a week-long virtual 
session in the summer, they got the opportunity to learn more 
about university applications, university life and subject-specific 
content that gave them a taste of what the courses on the 
Pathway were like. After completing the programme, the girls 
have been offered a grade reduction for their applications within 
the BioSci pathway, and are eligible for a £1,000 bursary and 
extra support if they choose to study at QUB. 

Biology
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Business Studies and Digital Technology

BBC’S TWO MINUTE TALES 
SHORT STORY COMPETITION

English Department

In 2021, Year 14 Mount Lourdes 
Digital Technology and Business 
Studies students attended a talk on 
an apprenticeship opportunity being 
offered by Mannok. The students 
learnt how the apprenticeship 
programme would give them 
access to a fully funded BSC(Hons) 
Business Technology degree while 
working and earning a salary with 
Mannok over the four-year course.

Well done to Year 8, 9 and 10 students who took part 
in BBC’s Two Minute Tales short story competition. 
Congratulations on becoming official story writers in 
2021!

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

In November 2021, several KS3 students entered 
the BBC’s Two Minute Tales short story competition 
based on the theme ‘A Wish for Christmas’.

Year 8 Winner – A Wish for Christmas 

‘Ow stop hitting me!’ a voice screeched, ‘You hit me 
first!’ another one shouted ‘Right that’s enough!’ their 
Mum came up, she was angry ‘Please kids, Christmas 
is coming up and- ‘Oh Yes I know what I want!’ 
Rosie squealed ‘A pink sound speaker, lip-gloss, an 
iPhone 13’ the list continued ‘Air pods, a River Island 
voucher- ‘Ok that’s enough please- their Mum tried 
to chut in. ‘Hey, I haven’t said want I want!’ Alex 
shouted, ‘Ok so Walkie talkies, X box, skateboard- 
‘That’s enough!’ their Mum shouted, they stopped, 
this was their Mum’s cross tone, she sighed ‘Look 
kids, all I want for Christmas is for you two to stop 
quarrelling, Ok?’ ‘Ok Mum’ they chorused ‘Good’ she 
sighed and headed downstairs.
Christmas morning came and the kids headed 
downstairs, their feet thumping down the stairs. 
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English Department

Year 9 Winner – A Christmas Adventure 

’Olive is seven and lives in London. She’s always 
wanted to go on an exciting adventure around the 
world, but her parents have always been too busy 
with work to take her. So, for Christmas, Olive wished 
to go on her dream adventure, one that she’d never 
forget… On Christmas Eve, Olive was fast asleep 
in her bed. Suddenly, she heard a loud, knocking 
noise on her window. She quietly crept out of bed, 
unsure who or what she’d find, and drew open the 
curtains, revealing a long, neon green snake, a little, 
brown monkey and a tiny, bright blue budgie. Olive 
was so shocked, a little frightened even, but her 
fear soon vanished, as the animals started talking 
and making friends with her. The snake was called 
Simon, the monkey, Millie and the tiny, little budgie 
was called Brian. They told Olive they were here to 
take her on her dream adventure around the world, 
visiting everywhere she’d always wanted to go. They 
ventured through the Amazon Rainforest, swam with 
dolphins in the Great Barrier Reef, made friends with 
the snowmen on top of Mount Everest, played hide-
and-seek with the Mummies in the Pyramids of Giza, 
plus much more! The four friends had a whale of a 
time, but felt so sad that these beautiful places were 
being destroyed. Unfortunately, the time came when 
Olive needed to go home. The sun was beginning 
to rise on Christmas morning and Olive was quite 
tired. Simon, Millie and Brian took a sleepy Olive 
back home and tucked her up in bed, just in time for 
the morning. When Olive woke up, she wasn’t sure 
whether her adventure had been real, but she knew 

Year 10 Winner – Carmen meets Santa 

Carmen sat by the window, staring out at the snow-
covered street. It didn’t feel like Christmas Eve, 
it never did. Carmen could hear Christmas music 
playing downstairs, and the children running around, 
excited at the thought of Santa coming tonight. She 
scowled; they were so annoying. At 14, Carmen was 
the eldest at the children’s home. Christmas was her 
least favourite time of year. She rarely left her room. 
As Carmen stared out the window, she saw a large 
snowflake blow over and stick to her window. She 
noticed the intricate details in its design. It looked... 
magical. Without thinking Carmen made a wish, 
in the bizarre hope that maybe... it might come 
true. She wished for something to help her feel the 
Christmas spirit, to be happy like everyone else. 
She squeezed her eyes tight and wished as hard as 
possible. When she opened her eyes, the snowflake 
was gone. Her hope vanished and she returned to 
staring out the window. She went to bed some hours 
later and fell asleep quickly.

During the night, Carmen awoke and went 
downstairs for a drink. She heard something in the 
living room. She went in and to her surprise, Santa 
was right in front of her! He turned and whispered, 
“Hello Carmen, I see you got my snowflake.” Carmen 
just stared. “You must be wondering what that 
means?” Santa smiled. Carmen felt warmth flow 
through her. “There are many children like you and 
it’s my duty to help you all feel the Christmas spirit”, 
Santa explained, “You just need a little help.” Carmen 
began to feel drowsy, “Merry Christmas Carmen.”
Carmen awoke to the joyous cries of the other 
children. She felt something around her neck, it was 
a snowflake necklace. “Thank you, Santa, and Merry 
Christmas”, whispered Carmen to herself.

Grace Gilmurray, 10D

They came down the hallway and sprinted into the 
kitchen where they came to the tree. They gasped, in 
front of them was a mountain of presents wrapped 
in red holographic wrapping paper ‘Omg!!!!’ Rosie 
squealed ‘Wow’ Alex said. Roise had already started 
unwrapping them. Her face dropped ‘Wait what’s 
this?’ she said, Alex looked over and to his shock 
there was a mountain of coal in the box. Their Mum 
came downstairs. ‘Mum look at this!’ Rosie called. 
Mum started laughing ‘ha ha ha.’ ‘Mum, this isn’t 
funny!’ Rosie protested. ‘Seriously Mum’ Alex added. 
‘The true meaning of Christmas isn’t about the 
presents’ their Mum said, ‘it’s about spending time 
with each other and accepting their differences.’ 
‘You’re right Mum,’ Rosie said, ‘I’ve been noticing Alex 
and I arguing a lot and I’m sorry Alex, I don’t really 
mean to.’ ‘Me too’ Alex said. ‘Ok kids maybe I did 
switch the presents for the ones in the living room, 
smiled their mum!!

Ava Hennessy, 8A

for certain she had to help save the planet and was 
certain her friends would help her.

Holly James, 9D
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Geography Department
Year 14 Geography 
students completed a 
short online course on 
Sustainable Tourism: 
Holidays that Work 
for All with Ulster 
University Schools 
Outreach Academy - 
Sustainability & COP 
26 as part of their 
sustainability agenda.

Government and Politics
Congratulations to Orla Eves, 14E who won third 
place in a AS/A-Level History and Politics 1921 essay 
competition organised by the History Teachers’ 
Association in association with the 1921 Shared 
History Project and supported by the Centenary 
Historical Advisory Panel. She was presented with 
her prize at Hillsborough Castle in July 2021 from Her 
Royal Highness Princess Anne.

Was the creation of Northern Ireland a surprising 
outcome to the Third Home Rule Bill crisis?

The Third Home Rule Bill granted Ireland a form 
of limited self-government within the British 
Commonwealth. The purpose of the Third Home Rule 
Bill was to split the governing of Ireland into internal 
and external affairs while still remaining a part of 
Britain. The British Prime Minister H.H. Asquith and 
his Liberal government introduced the Third Home 
Rule Bill in 1912. They assumed that Home Rule could 
not fail a third time and they were confident that with 
the support of the Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP) 
that the Bill would pass. However, his confidence was 

misplaced, and it soon became clear that opposition 
to Home Rule was much greater than anticipated. 
The relationship between Ireland and Britain was at 
the centre of the Third Home Rule Bill. On one side, 
the Irish Nationalists were content with Home Rule as 
it offered them a limited government with a sense of 
greater freedom; while on the other side, the Ulster 
Unionists viewed the Bill with major concern as they 
feared for their future position in Ireland.

Northern Ireland (NI) was formally established after 
the introduction of Home Rule to Ireland in 1921 as a 
result of the Government of Ireland Act in 1920. The 
Government of Ireland Act was described as ‘Ulster 
centric’. This provided for the partition of Ireland 
and the establishment of parliaments in Belfast and 
Dublin. Northern Ireland was created from the six 
Northern-Eastern counties of Derry/Londonderry, 
Tyrone, Fermanagh, Antrim, Down and Armagh. 
Unionists in the North, led by Edward Carson and 
James Craig, were prepared to build upon this act 
in order to secure the Protestant dominion over its 
affairs.

Ulster Unionism had not been driven by a desire 
for a regional or devolved government, as they 
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Government and Politics
hoped to remain in the Union and for a continued 
link between Britain and Ireland. However, many 
Unionists quickly recognised the benefits of Home 
Rule. Unionist leader and the first Prime Minister of 
NI, James Craig, claimed that the acceptance of the 
six-county arrangement was ‘the supreme sacrifice’ 
but the arrangement met the Unionist demand for a 
clear Unionist majority, preservation of the union and 
a state free from Nationalist control.

Throughout this essay, I will be evaluating the various 
factors that would consider the creation of Northern 
Ireland as a surprising outcome or a not so surprising 
outcome to the Third Home Rule Bill crisis.

The creation of NI can be argued as a surprising 
outcome to the Third Home Rule Bill crisis due 
to the high opposition amongst the gentry class 
in Ireland, which were the ruling class during this 
period. Beckett argues that the majority of the 
opposition to Home Rule came from Unionists who 
were ‘as strongly opposed to Home Rule as they had 
been to repeal in the 1840s’. Asquith and the Liberal 
government underestimated the Unionist opposition 
to Home Rule. Jalland argues that this was due 
to Asquith’s belief that ‘this issue can be solved 
constitutionally’, along with the fact that ‘Asquith 
was strong only in words and in any situation 
requiring immediate action was bound to fail’. 
Unionists opposed Home Rule on religious, historical 
and economic grounds and they feared minority 
status and discrimination in a Catholic Home Rule 
state. 

Irish unionism was very strong during the Home 
Rule era. Their strong opposition to Home Rule 
made the creation of NI a surprising outcome 
to the Third Home Bill crisis due to their strong 
influence in Ireland. At first, opposition to Home 
Rule encompassed the whole of Ireland. Only the 
richest 4.4% of people in Ireland were allowed to 
vote in parliamentary elections until 1885. This 
included wealthy Protestant Landlords, large farmers, 
businessmen and professionals that were able to 
elect a very disproportionate number of Ireland’s 
MPs.

Additionally, the creation of NI can be seen as a 
surprise due to the high opposition from Unionist 
Landlords. Landlords considered themselves to be 
Ireland’s natural ruling class by the right of their 
tremendous wealth and titles. They forced their 
tenants to vote and support them or else they 
risked higher rent prices and eviction. The Landlords 
dominated the senior positions in the British 
government in Ireland. Around 144 members of the 
House of Lords at Westminster in the Home Rule era 

were Landlords in Ireland. The struggle against Home 
Rule was a struggle to defend their ‘natural’ position 
as the ruling class of Ireland. They were frightened 
by the Nationalist challenge to their ownership of 
Ireland and the Irish Political Party’s (IPP) increasing 
identification with aspirations of Catholic tenant 
farmers. Landlords were also driven by a concern 
to protect their own wealth, power and privileges. 
This shows how the creation of NI can be seen as a 
surprise as Unionist Landlords were fearful about the 
possible consequences of Home Rule for the civil and 
religious rights of Protestants under a predominantly 
Catholic government. They also feared for the future 
of the United Kingdom (UK) and the British Empire, 
if Irish Nationalists were to progress towards an 
independent Ireland. 

Furthermore, the role of the Orange Order in their 
opposition to Home Rule shows how the creation 
of NI was surprising. The Orange Order was made 
up of united Protestants of different denominations, 
chiefly the Church of Ireland and Presbyterians, 
that were in opposition to Irish Catholics and Home 
Rule. Alvin Jackson observes that ‘the significance 
of the Orange Order in terms of the ideological and 
institutional groundwork for Unionism can hardly 
be overstated’. The scale of British immigration into 
Ulster was so much greater than it had been in the 
rest of Ireland that the process of dispossession and 
degradation of Catholics was more through in the 
North of Ireland than elsewhere. Most farmland in 
Ulster was rented by tenants who were Presbyterians 
or members of the Church of Ireland. The Orange 
Order’s opposition to Home Rule shows how the 
creation of NI can be seen as a surprising outcome 
as many Protestants felt superior to Catholics. 
Poverty and its consequences created a barrier 
between Catholics and their Protestant neighbours. 
This encouraged many Protestants to feel superior 
to Catholics. In addition to this, the IPP’s campaign 
against the religious discrimination in employment 
and housing and its association with the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, reinforced the Protestants’ fears 
about the consequences of Home Rule.

It is important to consider the economic 
considerations that were associated with Home 
Rule and how this contributes to the argument that 
the creation of NI was surprising. The economic 
argument was intensified by the fact that most 
industries were owned by Britain. There were fears 
about the material well-being that brought Unionists 
all over Ireland together in a common bond for 
concern. In comparison to the rest of Ireland, Belfast 
was industrialised and prosperous. According to 
Lyons, many Unionists believed that ‘the Union 
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provided security, not just for Protestant landowners 
but for Protestant businessmen as well’. Belfast’s 
Protestant businessmen saw Home Rule as a direct 
threat to their economic wellbeing. 

Furthermore, it was widely assumed that an Irish 
government would introduce protectionist measures 
to support small Irish companies from competition 
from their larger British counterparts. Unionists 
were worried that protectionist measures that could 
be introduced by a Home Rule government would 
undermine Belfast’s export-orientated industries 
including shipbuilding, engineering and textile 
firms. Ulster businessmen were also fearful that 
companies might be taxed in order to subsidise the 
poorer districts in the west of Ireland. As economic 
growth was occurring under the Union and affecting 
Protestants in Ulster, this led to support for a 
continued link between Britain and Ireland. Belfast 
rapidly became the output of industrial Britain. 
This shows how the creation of NI can be seen as a 
surprising outcome due to the opposition of wealthy 
and prominent Ulster businessmen that feared what 
a Home Rule government could potentially do to 
their livelihood. 

On the other hand, it can be argued that the creation 
of NI was not a surprising outcome to the Third 
Home Rule Bill crisis. 

The role of the Ulster Unionist Party during the 
Home Rule era can be seen as one of the main 
factors that contributed to the creation of NI. The 
Ulster Unionist Party had been created in 1905 for 
the purpose of resisting Home Rule. Their role in the 
resistance to Home Rule through actions such as 
the Ulster Covenant can be seen as one of the main 
reasons for the creation of NI. Sir Edward Carson 

and James Craig, alongside the Ulster Unionist 
Council, created the Ulster Covenant which was set 
up to show the strong opposition to Home Rule. 
This was established in order to show public opinion, 
at home and abroad, and the British government 
the determination and self-control of Unionists in 
their opposition to Home Rule. It was an oath that 
every man in Ulster would be called upon to sign. It 
stated that the Unionists right to remain citizens of 
the UK would be defended by ‘all means which may 
be found necessary’. The Ulster Covenant has just 
under half a million signatures. The Unionist case 
against Home Rule is summarised in the covenant. 
This highlighted the unionists’ fear for their ‘civil 
and religious liberties’ under an Irish government, 
anxieties for the economic wellbeing of Ireland and 
the threat they perceived to their ‘cherished position 
of equal citizenship to the UK’.

Additionally, the signing of the covenant took 
place on ‘Ulster Day’ on the 28th of September 
1912, when Unionists would dedicate themselves 
to the covenant. The opposition in Ulster can be 
seen through the covenant, and this shows that the 
creation of NI was not a surprising outcome due to 
the large number of Unionists in Ulster that wanted 
to remain as part of the UK and the Union. For them, 
Home Rule meant ‘Rome rule’, with the Catholic 
Church, rural South dominating the Protestant, 
industrial North.

The British Monarch played a role in the creation of 
NI as a result of the Third Home Rule Bill crisis. At the 
Buckingham Palace Conference in 1914, King George 
V made it known that he wanted Protestants in the 
North East of Ulster to receive special treatment due 
to the industrialisation of Belfast and the Unionist 
contributions to this process.

Despite the strong opposition 
to Home Rule in Ulster and the 
looming threat of violence over 
the issue, Asquith and the Liberals 
adopted a ‘wait and see’ policy. 
Unionists caused great problems 
for Asquith and his government as 
they refused to accept Home Rule 
and argued that ‘there can be no 
resting place between Home Rule 
and complete separation’.

Moreover, the formation of the 
Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) can 
be argued as one of the factors 
that shows that the creation of NI 
was not a surprise. The UVF was 
a private army that was intended 

Government and Politics
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to ‘protect’ Ulster from the threat of Home Rule. The 
UVF armed themselves via a number of gun-running 
operations, such as the Curragh mutiny. The strong 
sense of opposition to Home Rule from the UVF 
resulted in a united determined force. Asquith did 
not take any coercive actions against the UVF. By 
doing this he was ignoring the threat of violence and 
Civil War in Ireland.

The Unionists received a significant amount of 
support from the Conservative party. After the 
Conservatives had lost power in 1906 and lost the 
1910 General Election, they recognised that they 
could reunite the party by opposing Home Rule. 
They were the party of the empire and they believed 
that if any degree of independence was given the 
empire would be broken up. Beckett states that 
due to these reasons the Conservatives decided 
that ‘the orange card was the one to play’ and they 
joined the Unionists in opposition to Home Rule. The 
Conservative leader, Bonar Law, openly supported 
the actions of the Unionists including the formation 
of UVF, stating that ‘there are things stronger than 
parliamentary majorities’. Beckett also argues that 
the Conservatives support of the Unionist positive 
in Ireland and their belief that ‘the government was 
acting unconstitutionally’ made the Home Rule crisis 
more difficult to solve. This shows how the creation 
of NI was not a surprising outcome as the Unionists 
had significant support from the Conservatives, who 
held a prominent position in parliament. 

Some may argue that the role that the IPP played a 
significant role in the creation of NI. The IPP played 
a part in making the Home Rule crisis difficult for 
the British government to solve. In 1920, the Liberals 
remained the biggest party, but needed to create 
a coalition with the IPP in order to form a majority 
government. The IPP had been campaigning for 
Home Rule since the 1870s and allied with the 
Liberals in 1910 in order to gain Home Rule in 
exchange for their support in parliament. However, 
they were offered their ultimate goal at the start 
only to see it pulled away bit by bit. The IPP wanted 
Home Rule on an all-Ireland basis and although the 
Liberals shared this aim, as the crisis wore on the 
Liberals became more favourable towards the idea of 
some form of Ulster exclusion in order to appeal to 
the Unionists. The leader of the IPP, John Redmond, 
spoke out about this claiming that ‘Ireland is a nation, 
the two nation theory to us is an abomination and a 
blasphemy’. It soon became apparent that the crisis 
could not be solved if some concessions were not 
made to Ulster. This saw the creation of NI become a 
reality. 

Additionally, the importance of British identify to 
the Unionists explains how the creation of NI was 
not a surprising outcome. Paul Bew emphasises 
the importance of the Unionists’ British identity 
as a fundamental reason for their opposition to 
Home Rule. This highlights the fact that many Ulster 
Unionist leaders had been educated in England and 
shared the wider outlook of the British elites. This 
shows that the creation of NI was not a surprising 
outcome as the rise of Protestantism in the North 
saw a higher demand for Unionists to maintain 
their British identity. Protestantism was central to 
the Unionists’ sense of identity as they identified 
themselves as British subjects that were loyal to the 
crown, in opposition to Irish Catholic Nationalists. 

In conclusion, it can be argued that the creation of 
Northern Ireland was a surprising outcome to the 
Third Home Rule crisis due to the high opposition 
of the Unionist ruling classes in Ireland that held the 
majority of the power. However, the role of the Ulster 
Unionist Party and UVF must also be taken into 
consideration due to the important rule they played 
in opposing Home Rule. 

Orla Eves

Government and Politics
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History
YEAR 8 NORMAN OUTREACH PROGRAMME
As part of their studies of the Normans all Year 8 students took part in an 
interactive outreach programme delivered by the Education Department of 
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. Students experienced 
characters from the Norman era dressed in full Norman costume with authentic 
weapons and artefacts to help bring the past to life. Students had the 
opportunity to dress up in armour, handle weapons, handle weaponry and build 
a shield wall. They also participated in a debate to decide the rightful heir to the 
English throne.
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Modern Languages
EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 2021

Congratulations to the winners of our Year 8 and 9 
Poster competition to celebrate European Day of 
Languages at the end of September 2021. Students 
in Year 8 were asked to design a poster on “What 
France means to me”. Year 9 were asked to design a 
poster on “What Ireland/Spain means to me”.

Prize winners in Year 8:
1st- Caoimhe Gartlan
2nd- Sarah-Jessica Connolly 
3rd- Gemma Smith and Annie McGurren
Highly commended- Ellen Cleary, Yvie Brady, Izzie 
Curran, Solenn Beeson, Eve Hanley and Holly Wright

Prize winners in Year 9:
Irish
1st- Lucy McGrath
2nd- Mollie McManus
3rd- Dervla McCusker
Highly commended- Lily Murray, Katie Elliott and 
Cora McDonnell

Spanish
1st- Olivia Devine
2nd- Sophy Mulligan
3rd- Seaneen Breen and Lucy Chesters
Highly commended- Emily Scott, Charley Gilmurray, 
Muirne McKeagney and Ula Caplikaite
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YEAR 9 SPANISH CLUB TRIP 
TO TACO LOCO 2021

Spanish
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BBC NORTHERN IRELAND’S 
SCHOOL VOCAL SOLOIST OF THE 
YEAR COMPETITION 2022

FLIVE 2021

Music

The following students from Mount Lourdes have entered 
the BBC N. Ireland’s School Vocal Soloist of the Year 
Competition 2022.
We wish them every success.
Pictured are: Clodagh Sweeney, Lucy Toal, Anna Toal & 
Maria Toal

MLE students Chloe Gilmurray (Year 9), 
Bella Nethercott (Year 10), Caithlin Mc 
Killion (Year 14) and Traditional Irish Tutor 
Pat McCabe were involved in the recording 
of an event for FLIVE (Fermanagh Live 
Music, Drama &  Visual Arts Festival) 
The performance of music and Irish 
dancing was professionally recorded by 
‘Lunny Imaging’ and streamed for the 
FLIVE festival on Friday 1st October 2021 
alongside Gerard Mc Crystal and Seamus 
O’Rourke. The recording took place in 
Hambly & Hambly Art Gallery, Lough Shore 
Road, Enniskillen to promote their new 
Exhibition ‘Enlighten’.
The students also provided entertainment 
for the opening of the exhibition ‘Enlighten’ 
on Saturday 19th June 3pm. This included 
special guests Wolfgang Buttress 
international award winning sculptor of 
“Rise” in Belfast and Suzanne Garuda 
Principal Interior Designer of ’Garuda 
Design’, an international award winning 
design company and well known TV 
presenter. The event was also reported by 
BBC Newsline.
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Religious Studies
ANNUAL MASS FOR THE START OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2021-2022
On Friday 24th September, 
(Mercy Day), some of our 
Year 8 and Year 14 pupils 
represented Mount Lourdes 
community in St. Michael’s 
Church for the Opening Mass 
of the School Year. Year 8 
pupils are beginning their 
journey in Mount Lourdes and 
Year 14s are entering the final 
part of their school journey. 
During the Mass we prayed 
that God the Father, Our 
Shepherd will walk with all 
our pupils, guiding, protecting 
and helping them along their 
various paths.

12 pupils (Years 8 -11) joined members of the Religion 
Department to help mark the virtual Pilgrimage 
‘Clogher to Lourdes’.  It was very meaningful as we 
joined the many Sisters of Mercy in the Convent 
Chapel to recite the Rosary, followed by a candle 
Procession to the recently refurbished Our Lady’s 
Grotto.  The pupils, as well as the staff, thoroughly 
enjoyed meeting up with the Sisters and having the 
opportunity to speak with them.  This formed part 
of the Clogher to Lourdes Pilgrimage which will be 
released virtually in July. 

The Grotto was built around 1904 before the school 
came into existence and even before convent chapel 
was completed.  

CLOGHER TO LOURDES VIRTUAL 
PILGRIMAGE
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Religious Studies
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SPORTS REVIEW

Cross Country

Well done to Mount Lourdes who won all four team competitions. 

Individual medal winners: 

Year 8: 1st: Grace Connolly 2nd: Eden Davis 3rd: Maille Hennessy 

Year 9: 1st: Tori Gallagher 2nd: Dearbhla Clawson 3rd: Eloise Boyd 

Year 10: 1st: Kellie McAnespy 2nd: Zara Welsh 

Year 11: 2nd: Abigail Boyd

 

Congratulations to our Year 8 Cross-Country team 
who were crowned Ulster Schools Champions in 
Mallusk IN February 2022. A fantastic performance 
from all the girls, who displayed great determination 
in a highly competitive race. With over 113 athletes 
and 15 schools from across Ulster, this is an 
outstanding achievement.

Year 8 Team: Grace Connolly, Eden Davis, Orlagh 
Kelly, Maille Hennessy, Ava Hennessy and Grainne 
Gallagher.

FERMANAGH SCHOOLS CROSS-COUNTRY 
COMPETITION DECEMBER 2021

ULSTER CROSS COUNTRY – 
CHAMPIONS
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Gaelic Foorball
Erin Tierney has been awarded with an Ulster Post-Primary 
School All Star Award for 2021/21. She has selected onto a panel 
of 30 from schools all around the province and will take part in 
a challenge game against Derry senior ladies in January 2022. 
This is a brilliant achievement and the whole school is extremely 
proud of Erin. Erin has been an integral part of the Mount Lourdes 
U20 team that were back in action this year. It’s brilliant to have 
football back up and running in school for all age groups. She is 
pictured here with Mrs Harty & Mr Muldoon who coached the U20 
team this year.

Year 8’s took part in an enjoyable Gaelic football 
tournament on the school’s pitch hosted by our 
A Level Sports Science class. They participated 
in competitive games and fun activities such as 
a penalty taking competition, a keepie-uppie 
challenge along with a fun sports quiz. All 
teams demonstrated a high level of skill during 
the tournament. The form classes also created 
posters supporting their classmates showing 
great school spirit! 
Well done to all the girls who won prizes on the 
day. Congratulations to 8A who took first place 
in the Gaelic Tournament and to Isabel Murphy-
Sicilia from 8B who was awarded player of the 
tournament.

YEAR 8 GAELIC FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

SPORTS REVIEW
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The Irish National 
Surf Lifesaving 
Championships took 
place at the University 
of Limerick Arena in 
February 2022. Surf 
Lifesaving Clubs from 
all over Ireland took 
part in the two day 
event. Méabh Gilligan 
12A, who is a member 
of the Donegal Surf 
Lifesaving Squad, 
secured Gold in the 
Line Throw Rescue 
Relay. Congratulations 
Méabh!

On Saturday 5th February 2022 at the Aurora 
Aquatic & Leisure Complex, Bangor, over 700 
swimmers from 120 schools from all over Ulster took 
part in the one-day event. The event was a great 
success for Mount Lourdes with 11 swimmers taking 
part. 
In the Junior Section, Hannah Lynch, Kate McDade, 
Niamh O’Donnell, Cora McConnell, Beth Buchanan, 
Ava Neal, Aoife Carey and Eimear Carey enjoyed 
competing on behalf of their school for the first time. 
These Junior girls entered both individual events and 
two relay events. The girls achieved a number of PBs 
and a special mention to Hannah achieving Division 
2 times for Summer Nationals in both her individual 
events. 
For the Intermediate girls Anna McDade, Isobel 
Lannon and Emilie Reihill performed well with Anna 
and Isobel progressing to finals. Anna was pleased to 
take home a Silver Medal in the 100m Breaststroke, 
while Isobel improved her ranking in the final to 
finish in 6th place in the 100m Backstroke. Emilie 
was reserve for the 100 Freestyle final finishing 
in 12th place. All three girls competed well in the 
competitive 200IM achieving PBs with Isobel the 
third fastest 16-year-old, Anna finishing in 5th and 
Emilie 8th. Isobel and Emilie also competed in the 
400m Freestyle finishing as 5th and 7th respectively 
in the age 16 category. 
Congratulations to Anna McDade who has qualified 
for selection on the Ulster Interprovincial Team for 
2022 Schools, which took place on 20th March 2022.

IRISH NATIONAL SURF LIFESAVING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2022

SWIM ULSTER SCHOOLS CUP & 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2022 

Swimming
SPORTS REVIEW
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SPORTS REVIEW

Athletics

Year 9’s had the opportunity to take part in a Sports Hall 
Athletics Event which was hosted by the A Level Sport Science 
Class. This took place in the upper assembly hall and lower 
hall and included a number of running and jumping events. All 
students were involved in competing in the events and it was 
great to see everyone cheering their classmates on! Pupils also 
had the opportunity to take part in a poster making competition, 
a quiz and a ‘Guess the name of the teddy bear’ competition. 
The PE Dept want to congratulate all of the girls who took part 
and we welcome our new mascot ‘Joey Jingles’ to Year 9!

YEAR 9 SPORTS HALL ATHLETICS EVENT
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SPORTS REVIEW

Netball
YEAR 10 NETBALL TOURNAMENT
Year 10s recently took part in an enjoyable Netball 
tournament that took place in the Lakeland Forum. 
This event was organised by our A Level Sports 
Science class. All pupils took part in competitive 
Netball matches, a shooting competition followed 
by an exciting sports quiz. All teams demonstrated 
a high level of skill and talent throughout the 
tournament. Each form class designed a fabulous 
poster in support of their team.
Well done to all the girls who were awarded prizes 
on the day!!
Congratulations to 10D Wolves who took first 
place in the Netball tournament and well done to 
Aimee Callaghan who was awarded Player of the 
tournament.
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Socks Day was a chance for Year 8 pupils to 
celebrate Anti-Bullying Week in a positive way by 
wearing their odd socks. Pupils discussed kindness in 
LLW class and at home. 

Kindness fuels kindness, let’s break the cycle of 
bullying!

Anti-Bullying Week 2021

Journalism Club
Year 10 members of the Journalists’ Club were busy taking notes, interviewing 
and reporting on school events as they got to experience the world of 
journalism
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COP 26 - 2021

Looking through previous editions of the school 
magazine, I came across an article from 2001/02 
that was celebrating students for taking part in a 
recycling competition in an effort to be more ‘green’ 
and tackle the issue of climate change. Twenty years 
on, it is shocking to see how little attitudes to this 
important area have changed given the existential 
threat it now poses to humankind. The effects of 
climate change are already taking hold, yet some 
political leaders do not seem to have grasped, 
or even care about grasping, the urgency of the 
situation. Nowhere was this more clear than at 
COP26.

So, what was COP26?  COP stands for Conference 
of Parties, and COP26 was the UN’s latest Climate 
Change Conference that took place in Glasgow 
in November 2021. World leaders and their 
governmental delegations, along with, rather 
controversially, delegates from the various fossil fuel 
industries met to negotiate on how to proceed and 
agree on the collective actions to be taken to tackle 
the issue. The Glasgow Climate Pact was developed 
to follow on from the Paris Agreement of 2015, with a 
lot of soundbites and flashy-sounding phrases being 
bounced around in the process.
– then why won’t they act like it? 

By now most people acknowledge the existence of 
climate change, after all “it’s one minute to midnight 
on the doomsday clock according to Boris Johnson 
at the beginning of the fortnight-long negotiations. 
However, climate delay is readily overtaking climate 
denial as the main barrier to action. Politicians have 
an infuriating way of skirting around issues, and in 
this aspect COP26 was no different. Progress at the 
conference was slow and torturous, and with bias 
reporting by different media outlets, it was difficult 
to tell if any progress was happening at all. 

Then, when it seemed that the finish line was in sight 
and some advancements to made, there came a 
devastating blow with interventions from China and 
India over the language of the final agreement. The 

agreement to state it would be the objective of the 
world’s countries to ‘phase out’ the use of coal was 
at the last minute amended to state countries would 
instead ‘phase down’ the use of coal. Consequently, 
with this simple change of wording comes the 
ability for governments (undoubtedly including our 
own) to continue to kick the whole climate change 
issue down the road, when in reality urgent and 
immediate action is required in order to prevent a 
climate disaster that will destroy the planet. ‘Phase 
down’ is a vague term. Its ambiguity leaves room for 
countries to undertake further coal mining projects 
in the future. Boris Johnson claims that the pact 
has, “sounded the death knell for coal”, but with this 
change in wording combined with the reluctance 
from countries such as Australia to agree to phase 
out coal or end funding for coal projects, it is hard to 
imagine that the reliance on fossil fuels will decrease 
very much, or very quickly. Even the original wording, 
‘phase out’ did not capture the urgency with which 
this matter must be approached.

Climate change is not just imminent and looming 
– it is happening! The effects can already be seen 
and felt across the world. Watching a video of 
cows in Kenya being swept away in massive floods 
after a severe drought, I could not help thinking 
that these were animals, they were lives, they were 
someone’s livelihoods. Extreme weather events like 
this are projected to get even more catastrophic and 
frequent as time goes on. In artic regions of Alaska, 
indigenous communities have had to watch as their 
glaciers melted and salmon died of heatstroke in the 
rivers this summer and while she attended COP26, 
activist Tiana Jakicevich, woke to news that her small 
town in New Zealand was in a state of emergency 
after three months’ worth of rain fell in 48 hours.

These are just a few examples of the immediate 
impact that climate change is having. Mitigation and 
adaptation to what is going on is needed, yet world 
leaders still hold back, reluctant to do anything for 
fear it will impact on the ‘profits’ of the fossil fuel 
industries. The Covid-19 pandemic has exposed for 
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all to see how governments will continually put profit 
before people. The time has come to invest in green 
jobs, in making the ways of life more sustainable, in 
giving those in unsustainable industries an alternative 
that’s better for them and the planet. 

The pledges made at COP26 will limit global 
warming to 2.4°C but this is still in excess of well 
the 1.5°C limit that scientists have warned is needed 
to avoid catastrophic climate and weather events. 
Few countries made their pledges legally binding, 
and many do not have the best track record of 
following through on climate agreements. In the 
Paris Agreement of 2015, richer countries pledged 
to provide $100bn a year to poorer countries for 
fighting climate change, and unsurprisingly, these 
goals were missed by a wide margin. Many critics 
of COP believe that the climate finance agreed in 
Glasgow does not go far enough, and mitigation 
is being favoured over adaptation – even though 
many are already feeling the effects and need help 
to adapt and survive. The foreign minister of Tuluva, 
a Pacific Island nation, recorded a speech for COP26 
knee-deep in water saying, “We are sinking and so is 
everyone else!”

The world stands on the precipice of disaster. World 
leaders need to realise the gravity of the situation 
before them when it comes to climate change and 
act accordingly. It is time for the people of the world 
to act as one and to exert pressure on their leaders 
and governments to take the necessary actions 
in order to save humanity and the world for the 
generations to come.

Eibhlinn Fee, 14A 
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Fundraising 2021

To promote positive mental health and 
well-being and to raise school funds, 
students and staff completed a 5K 
Health and Wellbeing sponsored walk. 
The event was a great success. Special 
thanks to Mrs L. Donnelly and the Year 
14 Fundraising Committee for organising 
the event and to Sean Magee for kindly 
providing the musical entertainment

SPONSORED WALK
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Year 10 CPR Training 2022
On the 10th of February 2022, Year 10 pupils completed CPR training by 
St John’s Ambulance and enjoyed demonstrating the lifesaving skills on 
Resus Annie. Well done to all the Year 10 pupils who participated and 
they will receive a St John Ambulance (NI) certificate which is valid for 
three years.

Your Digital Footprint
Your digital footprint is the information that is 
recorded of your online activity. Online activity can 
include internet searches, social media presence 
and the websites that you have visited and the data 
you’ve left behind. Your footprint grows when you 
deliberately share something online, or when sites 
and apps track your activity.
Your digital footprint can be Active and Passive. 
Active data - is what a user leaves intentionally 
for example, Facebook, Twitter, blog posts, social 
network connections, image and video uploads. 
These are ways individuals create active digital 
footprints for themselves. Whereas passive data 
is data connected to an individual, left by others 
or gathered through activities that the user does 

without intent for example website visits and actions, 
searches and online purchases, online reviews and 
feedback are among the activities that add passive 
data traces to your digital footprint.

Data that could be part of your digital footprint 
also includes data collected on Fitness Trackers and 
Smart Watches, Voice searches on Alexa or other 
devices, Comments or tweets you have made online. 
So we need to be careful about the digital footprint 
we are leaving behind. 

Can we manage our digital footprint? Yes by using 
privacy settings. Lots of social media sites will set 
your account to public by default. Changing your 
privacy settings lets you control who can see your 
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posts and whether they’ll appear on search engines. 
You should check the privacy settings on all your 
accounts.

Don’t share personal information you wouldn’t want 
a stranger to know. For example, your address, your 
phone number, and what school you go to. Also 
don’t share any inappropriate photos, once they’re 
uploaded you can’t get them back especially if you 
meet someone online. Think twice before revealing 
your location or travel plans, basically keep quiet 
about anything you wouldn’t want the world to 
know.

Using a password keeper can allow you to keep all of 
your passwords stored in a safe place and prevents 
you from having to remember lots of different 
passwords and possibly forgetting them. Use strong 
passwords and change passwords regularly and 
don’t share them.

If you Google yourself, you will likely discover photos 
from years ago, from when you were a child. You 
may also find your social media pages and recent 
images of yourself. Doing this regularly will allow 
you to see what information about you is on the 
internet, and what your future employers may see. 
This information could have an effect as to whether 
or not you are hired for certain jobs in the future.   
Remember that anyone can have access to this 
information, so be careful what you post online.

Understand that key word searches are saved. Social 
media sites store all images and content posted. 
So be aware of this. Everything about you online is 
constantly being saved. For example, every time you 
send a message, post a picture, search something 
you are publishing forever and even though you may 
have deleted the content off your accounts it is still 
stored in cyberspace. Google pulls the same trick 
with search and browsing habits. If you are logged 
onto your Google account, Google tracks every 
keyword you search, every web page you visit, and 

Positive Digital Footprint

You should take steps to control your digital 
footprint, to protect your identity and your 
reputation. Digital footprints don’t merely attract 
the interest of hackers or those out to steal your 
identity from the information you share. They can 
also be traced by potential employers, schools, or 
universities. There is no limit as to how far anyone 
can go back in time on social media sites and once 
something is posted, there is no way of removing it 
completely.

Your footprint can be both good and bad. It could 
show things you’re embarrassed about later, or it 
could help people to see your skills or things you’re 

proud of.
So think about the consequences of posting content 
online. Something that happens on the spur of the 
moment – a funny picture, an angry post – can still 
be online years later?

Instead you should showcase the positive things 
you do through blogs, images, video and local 
community participation. This will highlight the 
attractive traits and qualities you have. Since it is 
already known that digital footprints are evaluated 
by potential job employers and universities in the 
application process, then prospective applicants 
should use that to their benefit and make your skills 
and qualities attractive to them.

Depending on the platform, you can use words, 
photos, videos or a mix of these to tell stories about 
your interests, skills, achievements, creativity and 
experiences ie Post positively online. For example, 
why not write a blog or post online to promote all 
the great things you are doing; fundraising for a 
charity, your achievements in sport, helping in your 
local community or creating a video to teach others 
something new.  Strive to write clear messages that 
avoid offensive or hurtful language and are free of 
embarrassing spelling and grammar errors.

Simply being nice can go a long way toward building 
a positive digital presence. Compliment your friends 
on social networks. Write constructive comments 
on other people’s blogs and promote those people’s 
efforts. Seek out groups that share your interests, 
and just be friendly in general.  Also be Respectful. 
It is important to respect the content of others. For 
example, using a photo of a friend without their 
permission is not respectful.

Always think before you post. After a stressful 
day, you may want to jump online to vent about a 
class, teacher or friend. While it may be difficult to 
overcome this strong internal drive, stopping yourself 
from acting on this impulse will be helpful in the long 
run.  Self-regulation is knowing when something you 
want to post online is or isn’t appropriate.

A good rule of thumb is to ask yourself whether you 
would want your parents or grandparents seeing the 
content. If people you look up to wouldn’t approve, 
you can consider that an employer or your peers 
may not either. So ‘Manage’ your digital footprints to 
make sure that the footprints you do leave are good 
ones.

Finally, if you are concerned about online abuse or 
the way that someone has been communicating 
online with you then report it to CEOP, there is a link 
to it on the My School Home page. 

Online Safety Senior Prefect Committee
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Blast from the Past- Letters to be Head Girls
In March 2016 Ms Lynch was beginning to teach 
a new topic in Religion to her very eager and 
enthusiastic Year 8 Religion class. The topic was 
‘Leadership in the Church’. To begin the lesson Ms 
Lynch introduced the idea of leadership by drawing 
on our own understanding and experience of 
leadership in our lives. The class discussion became 
very interesting when we discussed the Head Girl of 
Mount Lourdes as an example of a leader. Everyone 
was keen to participate in this discussion with each 
girl having their own views on her leadership role.

So, Ms Lynch decided to ‘channel’ this interest and 
asked us to write a letter to the then Principal, Mrs 
McKeever, requesting and stating the reasons as to 
why we should be considered for the future Head 
Girl of Mount Lourdes.
Unknown to us, Ms Lynch tucked these letters 
away in her filing cabinet and gave them to us in 
December 2021. We had great fun reading them and 
we discovered that from our little form class the 
Head Girl for 2021/2022 was selected and many of us 
were made Deputy Head Girls or Senior Prefects. So 
we decided to write a reply to our former Year 8 self. 
We hope you enjoy reading them!

1. NIAMH CAMPBELL

Dear Mrs McKeever,
How are you? I hope you are well. This is why I 
should be Head Girl of Mount Lourdes. I always 
wear a perfect uniform, for example, I never roll my 
skirt up until it is a micro-skirt! I always have my 
blazer and tie on when I’m out in public wearing 
my uniform, showcasing Mount Lourdes Grammar 
School. I am very good at writing speeches.

I am short and I want to show the world that us short 
people are inspirational and powerful leaders. I am 
kind and caring, so if any of the younger students 
have a problem, I would help them. I finally know my 
way around the school so I will be able to help the 
year 8s if they get lost as I did frequently, and older 
students took me to my class.

I would be a great ambassador for the school. I am 
very supportive of everything the school does and 
I have lots of ideas to improve the school (not that 
it needs much improving), such as every year group 
has a common room with lockers around the sides 
of the wall. I am not shy so I will be able to represent 
the school at public events. I am very organised, so 
when it comes to organising events such as the Year 
14 formal, I’m your girl.
After reading my résumé please consider me for the 
next Head Girl of Mount Lourdes.

Yours sincerely, your future Head Girl,
Niamh Campbell

Dear Year 8 Niamh,
So much has changed in the 7 years since you wrote 
this letter. You are no longer one of the smallest in 
the school, however many people are still taller than 
you. Less than a month after the letter was written, I 
began to roll my skirt up, although thankfully it never 
became a micro skirt!

To this day, I have never had to write a speech, so 
whilst you may have felt you were very good at it, it 
has never been put into practice.

Whenever we got these letters back to read a few 
weeks ago, we all had such a laugh at this next 
sentence. As a 12-year-old, being smaller than your 
peers seemed like such a big deal to you, but now 
at 18, I have realised height never has much impact 
on your life, so no one ever would have doubted 
that short people can be inspirational and powerful 
leaders.

Unfortunately, none of your ideas to improve the 
school were taken on board, and Year 14 still remains 
the only year group to have a common room, and 
it doesn’t even have lockers around the sides of the 
wall.

As a junior in the school, the Year 14 formal was 
eagerly awaited every year as we all loved to see 
the fashion amongst the senior girls and to hear any 
drama that happened on the night. In Year 8, you 
wanted to organise the formal, but after seeing the 
amount of work that went into organising ours with 
venues falling through, covid passports and buses 
breaking down, I can safely say that I am very glad I 
didn’t have to organise it.

As I read the final part of the letter, I laughed again 
when you signed it off “Future Head Girl” as you had 
so much confidence in yourself as a 12-year-old with 
no idea how much it would embarrass your future 
self, and the laughs it would give your friends as we 
read it back.

I hope you enjoy the rest of your seven years at 
Mount Lourdes and make the most of it, as before 
you know, you will be in your final year. It feels like no 
time since I first set foot in Mount Lourdes, and now I 
am preparing to leave.
Your older self,
Year 14 Niamh

2. AVA CRUDDEN

Dear Mrs McKeever,

I am writing to you to tell you why I would be a 
good Head Girl; I think I should be Head Girl as I 
bring a lot to the table. What I find great in girls is 
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independency. I have achieved a lot of great things 
here in Mount Lourdes. I have kept my grades up 
and hope for the future to maintain that. I have 
always got on with everyone and included them in 
everything. I will lead the pupils of Mount Lourdes in 
the right path I will guide and make sure everyone is 
happy.

I will be the best role model I can be and stride to 
reach my potential in everything I try or do. I will 
make sure everyone’s voice is heard and all ideas are 
taking into consideration. Everyone has a voice to be 
heard and I am here to listen. I will be firm and stick 
to what is right even though it might not please me 
or others I am willing to do the right thing, foe the 
better of everyone.

I will not judge anyone we must stick together 
and stay true to ourselves. A great leader inspires 
greatness in others; I will not let power take over me 
but instead empower others. I hope you take my 
letter into consideration

Thank You, 
Yours Sincerely,
Ava Crudden

Dear Year 8 Ava,
Even though you might not have made Head Girl 
you still surely bring a lot to the table and would 
give Katie Donnelly a good run for her money in 
my opinion. You have achieved a lot of good things 
here in Mount Lourdes and you should be proud of 
yourself. You have definitely tried and worked hard 
to keep your grades up although it was definitely a 
chore, but over all you’ve been very good. You were 
determined to lead the students of Mount Lourdes 
down the right path, not sure what path you’ve lead 
them down but we all made it in the end, the best 
seven years of your life.

You have definitely been a role model that’s for sure 
and have reached your potential in everything you 
do. Even though you might not be head girl you 
are still more than happy to listen and make sure 
everyone’s voice can still be heard. You said you will 
not judge anyone and that will never change. A great 
leader inspires greatness in others and I couldn’t 
agree more that Katie delivers. You finished off with, 
you will not let the power take over you if chosen for 
Head Girl and thank god we never got to find out. 
You will miss Mount Lourdes greatly and have a lot to 
thank your school for. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ava Crudden

3. KATIE J DONNELLY

Dear Mrs McKeever,

How are you? I hope you are doing well; I am writing 
to tell you why I think I would be a good Head Girl. I 

think head girl is a very important and you have a lot 
of responsibilities, but I think I could certainly handle 
he pressure. This year there is a lot of competition for 
head girl but I would be one of the top competitors.

I think my school uniform is neat and tidy and it 
definitely follows the school rules. I am a very well-
mannered girl and I believe in having respect for all 
teachers. I attend mass in the oratory every week and 
I think I would be a great example for the younger 
ones, they might even follow in my footsteps. I am 
great at making decisions and I feel I would be a 
great representative when representing the school in 
events, I also think I have very good social skills.

I am a very hard worker and I always give it my 
best shot when I am in exams or simply asked to 
complete a task. I attend all my classes and I am 
always where I am meant to be. I don’t believe in 
trying to cheat and lie your way through school, I 
think the only person you are fooling is yourself.

I believe that I am a great leader and I will not let 
anyone down no matter how hard the task is, I will 
always strive to achieve the best for me and for 
others. I don’t mean to blow my own trumpet but 
I think my grades are quite high and I would like to 
keep them that way, even if it means lots of revision 
and less time for myself.

Anyway, I won’t keep you all day, and I know that 
with the help of Mrs McGinnity and Mr Devine you 
will make the right decision. Yours sincerely,

Your Student, 
Katie Donnelly

Dear Year 8 Katie,

Who knew you would be sat here 6 years later as 
the current head girl, what a dream come true! I look 
back and laugh at your letter; you certainly were very 
keen for the role and even keener to “blow your own 
trumpet”.

I remember writing this letter back in Year 8 thinking 
that I’d never see it again; I couldn’t believe Mrs 
Lynch had kept it all this time. When we were given 
our letters back as a class, we had such a laugh at 
our enthusiastic younger selves. The last 7 years 
I have had the most fun and have memories for 
the rest of my life! I’m happy to say it hasn’t been 
“all revision and less time for me.” Of course we’ve 
worked hard but I know this will be a period of my 
life that I’ll look back on and smile. I think along with 
everyone, my highlight would be our Year 10 trip to 
Germany, but you can’t forget the jokes with your 
friends during the school day and the small things 
that you’ll remember just as much.

Being head girl has been such a massive honour 
alongside the deputies and prefect team. Special 
shout out to my fellow 8D deputies Orla Murphy 
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and Lucy Toal, we’re finishing our journey together. 
The announcement of head girl has always been 
a big day as the whole school gathers together in 
the assembly hall to find out senior team for the 
following year. Unfortunately, due to Covid that event 
hasn’t been possible for a few years now, but it was 
still just as special to receive a phone call from Mrs 
Cullen in June to tell me I was going to be the next 
head girl. The hardest thing was keeping it a secret 
for a few days.  Getting the head girl badge along 
with all the other senior leaders was something I 
looked forward to, I will definitely be keeping my 
badge as a memory of my time in Mount Lourdes 
and the role I have taken on in my final year.  I’m 
glad to be able to look back at what my younger 
self thought it is to be head girl and the wonderful 
plans I had to fulfil the role; little did I know the 
biggest nightmare would be the formal! With covid 
in our way, we had 3 venues booked before finally 
managing to pull the night together just as our 
Christmas holidays began. 

On a final note, although year 8 Katie has massively 
embarrassed herself with this letter, I’m glad to tell 
her she is successful in her efforts. So everyone, work 
hard, have fun and as 12 year old Katie once said, you 
might even follow in my footsteps!

4. CATHERINE ROONEY

Dear Mrs McKeever,

I hope you are keeping well. As part of R.E I was 
asked to write a letter stating why I think I should be 
the next head girl.     
   
There are many qualities needed to be the head girl. I 
think that I may have a few of those qualities. To start 
with I think I follow the school dress code well and 
wear my uniform neatly. I have been told that this 
is an important part of being head girl because she 
must set a good example to the other students. 
  
I think that so far this school year I have been 
quite well organised. As head girl you must be well 
organised in order to set up and organise the formal. 
As well as the formal the head girl has to write 
speeches for prize night which must be entertaining 
and a certain length. It would also help to be 
confident as it would be nerve racking standing up 
in front of everyone to deliver a speech or talk. I may 
not be the most confident person in the world but 
I think I would be able to talk in front of a crowd of 
people.     

I also think that being friendly to people helps if you 
were head girl. As far as I know this year I have made 
quite a few close friends and have been friendly and 
kind to most if not all people.   

The last quality I think would be important is respect. 
As head girl you represent the school when a visitor 
comes in. You must respect them, listen to them and 

be welcoming. I personally think that I show respect 
to others and I would respect their opinions.

Regards, 
Catherine Rooney

Dear Year 8 Catherine,

I had all but forgotten about this letter that I drafted 
at age 11 in religion class during my first months 
of school. I can say without a doubt that lots has 
changed since then. One being my persuasive 
writing skills! I seemed to only know how to start 
sentences with “I think” with not a lot of confident, 
firm statements. Now 7 years later, I am a senior 
prefect and my friend Katie from my original junior 
form class is the well-deserving head girl. I believe 
that first year me would have been proud (and 
probably surprised) as to how far I’ve come.

Year 14 Catherine

5. ORLA MURPHY

Mrs Mc Keever,

This is a letter explaining to you why I think I would 
be a good head girl. I believe that I would be a good 
head girl because I try very hard in every subject and 
tend to do rather well in most tests. I am never rude 
or talk back to my teachers and peers to try to show 
them respect for I understand that they try very hard 
to teach me so that I can be the best person I can be.

I am perfectly fine and actually, I rather enjoy 
reading aloud in front of an audience which I know 
is something a Head Girl has to do often. I can work 
effectively and productively both in groups and 
individually and can work well under pressure.

I like to think myself a good team leader for I take 
everyone’s ideas and put them together to make a 
good and sensible outcome that everyone agrees 
with. I am really rather good with hard decisions 
and always try to pick the best choice that everyone 
benefits from if possible. I always wear my uniform 
tidily and proudly; skirt pleats at each knee, tie 
straight and my blazer is on and straight unless I am 
in class.

Now, one of the most important things about being 
a Head Girl is being likable. I like to think of myself as 
a fun and happy person that that my friends enjoy 
being around. I enjoy good company and being able 
to muck around a bit without going too far.

And that Mrs McKeever, is why I believe I would be a 
good Head Girl.

From, Orla Murphy

Dear Year 8 Orla,
Thank you very much for your letter! This year, I 
have been appointed as a Deputy Head Girl and the 
Head of the Liturgy Committee. I still try my best 
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in my subjects, although I only have three this year 
as I am doing my A-levels. I continue to have great 
respect for staff members and my friends. Luckily, I 
am still confident when it comes to reading in front 
of a crowd as it is my duty as Head of the Liturgy 
Committee to read at the School Mass, Carol Service 
and Leavers Mass.

I enjoyed working as a team with the other Deputy 
Head Girls and the Head Gird to help plan and 
organise our year’s formal in December and can step 
up and be a leader, when necessary, for the Liturgy 
Committee. I continue to wear my uniform tidily and 
proudly and thankfully, as I am a senior, I no longer 
have pleats in my skirt to worry about.

Finally, I like to believe that I am still happy and 
fun to be with and I have made many new, lifelong 
friends and memories during my time here in Mount 
Lourdes.

From Orla Murphy, Year 14

6. LUCY TOAL

Dear Mrs McKeever,

I strongly feel I should become next year’s Head 
Girl. I think there are many different qualities for a 
good Head Girl. The role of Head Girl is one of great 
importance but not someone of greater importance 
than the rest of the year, but someone with the 
ability to work effectively within a team and yet 
still demonstrate leadership. The role of Head Girl 
requires the ability to inspire the people around you. 
She should always see the bright side of things, no 
matter what the situation.

Even though a Head Girl should be a good leader, 
she must involve those around her. She should know 
how to lead a team from within a team. A Head Girl 
should have good communication skills and be able 
to talk in front of a crowd. She should be able to 
make speeches and try to involve herself in activities 
both within school and out. She should be caring 
and trustworthy and whenever someone is in need of 
help she should be there to help them. 

I believe I possess all these qualities and I feel I am 
a great example to the rest of my year as I try hard 
both within the school and out.

Lucy Toal, Year 8

Hi Year 8 Lucy,

It’s Year 14 Lucy (future Lucy to you but present 
Lucy to me!)

Where did those English skills go?! They would have 
come in handy when I was writing my personal 
statement a few months ago!

Sadly, my love for the Comic Sans font seems to have 

disappeared with time and I am extremely impressed 
with the Mount Lourdes watermark – I wouldn’t even 
know where to begin to even attempt to add that!

I noticed how you stressed the importance of a 
Head Girl’s teamwork skills so I know you would be 
delighted to hear that I was elected onto the team 
of Deputy Head Girls. You said that a Head Girl is 
“someone with the ability to work within a team and 
yet still demonstrate leadership… she should know 
how to lead a team from within a team.” Well, I think 
our current Head Girl, Katie Donnelly, epitomises that. 
She successfully led and coordinated our Formal 
Committee so that we had a brilliant night even in 
the middle of a pandemic when the odds definitely 
were not in our favour!

It’s strange to think that you have never even 
heard of the word “pandemic” which just rolls off 
everyone’s tongues nowadays. Just to fill you in, 
in 2020 the world sort of turned upside down. A 
respiratory virus called Covid-19 swept through the 
entire planet- we even got to stay at home for a few 
months and as you might not have guessed school-
from-home (sadly, it wasn’t an endless “Snow Day!”) 
I remember in Geography in Junior School, Mr Quinn 
posed the question, “What do you think school 
would be like in the future?” to the class. We had fun 
speculating and I remember thinking, imagine you 
could do schoolwork from the comfort of your own 
home …even the comfort of your own bed! Well… 
exactly that happened! It wasn’t as glamorous as the 
holograms we had come up with but it wasn’t far off- 
we used a platform called Microsoft Teams (a group 
chat-Facetime-forum mash-up.) Thankfully, I think 
the end is in sight due to the teamwork of the world 
in manufacturing vaccines in record time.

I know you would be over the moon with the 
knowledge that I had a fabulous Formal- however it 
probably never crossed your mind that it might not 
have been a possibility. I remember being enraptured 
by the beautiful dresses at the Fashion Show in Year 
8 and not being able to wait until it was my turn!

Just to let you know that my time at Mount Lourdes 
has been absolutely terrific and you have so much to 
look forward to! You’re going to make some amazing 
friends and have some super opportunities (hint: you 
get to go to Germany for your Year 10 trip!)

Year 14 Lucy


